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JOHNSTON

TOP TIER: Brown Avenue Elementary School recently held it’s Pay to Pour event, 
as the student body works toward becoming a Unified Champion School through 
a partnership with the Special Olympics of Rhode Island. The school’s highest Pay 
to Pour donator, third grade student Liam Arriaza, empties the grand prize ice 
bucket on his classroom teacher, Ms. Tiffany Luja’s head, with the help of school 
counselor Deana Lavoie. For more photos from the event, turn to Page 11. (Photo 
courtesy Amanda Sloan)

DRENCHED

By RORY SCHULER

In August 2021, a woman was dragged 
from her car and beaten by a gang of 
around 10 dirt bike and ATV riders after 
she honked her horn at a Providence in-
tersection. Her young child and dog 
were inside the car.

Providence Police asked for tips to 
identify the suspects. Police eventually 
made one arrest. 

Motorists across the Ocean State of-
fered a collective shudder. 

“Members of the public should never 
provoke or confront these riders but re-
main vigilant and report this illegal ac-
tivity to police,” said Johnston Police 
Chief Mark A. Vieira.

Spring’s warm weather is welcomed in 
New England, but it also means the be-
ginning of illegal off-road season on 
Rhode Island’s streets and highways. 

Johnston, Cranston and Providence 
police have all pledged to crackdown on 
the illicit operation of recreational vehi-
cles on town and city roads.

“I am in full support of the crackdown 
on these ATV/dirt bike gangs,” said 
Johnston Mayor Joseph Polisena Jr. 

“These bikes and ATVs are not street le-
gal and they present a clear and immedi-
ate danger to legal vehicles and motor-
ists on the street.”

Roving groups of off-road vehicles 
aren’t a rare sight in Rhode Island. The 
riders, and sometimes affected motorists, 
often record the incidents and post them 
online. 

In August 2020, Rhode Island State 
Police (RISP) responded to reports that a 
group of more than 40 riders were block-
ing highways throughout Providence, 
and near the Cranston city limits. At 
least two crashes resulted. Once again, 
police made a single arrest. 

“This illegal activity poses a significant 
danger to the public and has a negative 
impact on the quality of life for our resi-
dents and businesses,” said Cranston 
Police Chief Col. Michael J. Winquist. 
“We have experienced isolated incidents 
where groups of …  adults operating 
ATVs and dirt bikes have entered Crans-
ton. Some of these incidents have result-
ed in arrests and the seizure of the vehi-
cles.”

‘Off-road’ means stay 
off the damn road!

Police warn riders not to take ‘all terrain’ literally 

ATV - PAGE 7�

New market proposed for Memorial Park
Farm to tables?

FARMERS
WELCOME:

Bami Farm, 
located in 

Johnston, may be 
one of the first 

growers to help 
populate a 

proposed new 
town farmer’s 
market at War 

Memorial Park. 
Members of the 
African Alliance 
of Rhode Island 

(AARI) can often 
be spotted 

tending to the 
fields at 2321 
Hartford Ave. 

(Photo courtesy 
Bami Farm)

By RORY SCHULER

Imagine fresh fruits and vegetables, straight from the farm, laid out for resi-
dents to sniff, tap, squeeze and buy regularly in downtown Johnston. 

Johnston Mayor Joseph Polisena Jr. intends to make good on a campaign prom-
ise to further transform the park at the town’s heart into a vital community hub.

“As I said while campaigning I am trying to better utilize Johnston Memorial 
Park for residents,” Polisena said earlier this week. “Farmers markets allow indi-
viduals to enjoy a summer day and help support our local farmers by purchasing 
their fresh produce.”

Johnston Town Council was expected to discuss and likely approve a resolu-
tion “authorizing the Mayor and/or the Director of Parks and Recreation to al-
low the use of Town public property for the purpose of holding a farmer’s mar-
ket.”

Council was also slated to consider “awarding a bid and authorizing the 
Mayor to enter into an agreement for engineering services at the Johnston War 
Memorial Park for renovations and improvements.”

Monday night’s meeting, however, was canceled for lack of quorum. 

MARKET - PAGE 5�
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Visit FlyRI.com for more info,
and book at flybreeze.com today!

California Dreams Await
Fly Breeze to Los Angeles 
and Orange County.

Wanted
Junk/unwanted vehicles 

Top $ Paid
You Call, We Haul!

401-451-8520

Call 
Anytime

Place Your ad todaY!
to advertise in your hometown newspaper, call

732-3100 Panther of 
the Week

JHS

Say you saw it in the
Johnston SunRise

POTW: This week’s Panther of the Week is James Guilmette. James is a 
senior who is on National Honor Society, SADD, and Student Council. 
James was Johnston High School’s only swimmer and came in 4th place in 
the Breast Stroke and 7th place in the IM. James was also a member of the 
Championship Volleyball team last year, and has helped lead the team this 
year to start the season 2-0. After high school, James plans to pursue Crim-
inal Justice in college. (Photos submitted by Matt Velino, Johnston High 
School Principal)

Editor’s Note: This is the newest installment of an ongoing weekly series 
highlighting Johnston’s amazing students. Staff at Johnston High School 
will be nominating students and submitting a caption and a photo for pub-
lication. You’ll find each week’s winning Panther on Page 2 of the Johnston 
Sun Rise. 
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Dispose of all unwanted or expired medications.
Drug Take Back Day

April 22, 2023  •  10am – 2pm
Cranston Police Department – 5 Garfield Avenue

Johnston Police Department – 1651 Atwood Avenue

For 24/7 drop box locations, visit:
spcprevention.org/drug-drop-box

By PETE FONTAINE

Festival Field, located off Lafayette Street in John-
ston, again played host to yet another special 
Our Lady of Grace celebration.

It was Holy Saturday and the day featured 
“hunting for candy and prizes” as students in 

the Roman Catholic Church placed into Easter Treat Bags 
for what Rev. Peter J. Gower said was “all part of a day 
of for all the people in our parish.”

A host of generous parishioners ensured there was 
enough candy and prizes to enjoy during and after the 
Easter Egg Hunt, which was highlighted by raffles for a 
girls’ and a boys’ bicycle.

When the raffles were held, Mason Loffredo won the 
boys’ bike and Arianna Pagano staked claim to the girls’ 
bike.

“Many, many thanks and Easter blessing for Don Par-
sons of Anytime Realty who so generously donated both 
bicycles,” Gower said. “Thank you, Don, for all you do.”

EASTER CELEBRATION

Eggceptional 
hunt

PADRE’S 
PAL: 

Rev. Peter 
J. Gower, 

the pastor 
at Our 

Lady of 
Grace 

Church, is 
joined by 

the Easter 
Bunny 
during 

Saturday’s 
annual 
Easter  

Egg Hunt. 
(Submitted 

photos)

PRIZE PEDALS: Mason Loffredo and Arianna Pagano try out the bicycles they won during Saturday’s OLG 
Easter Egg Hunt in Johnston.

HAPPY HUNT: Festival Field was filled with proud parishioners of all ages during Saturday’s annual OLG Easter Egg Hunt.
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Obituaries
In your time of need, the Johnston Sun Rise will 
print your loved one’s full obituary for a small charge. 
The paper also places the obituary on our website, 
johnstonsunrise.net.
Should you desire our services, kindly inform your 
funeral director, or call (401) 732-3100 or email 
Obits@rhodybeat.com for additional information. 
Obituary prices start at $60. You may include the 
obituary in any of our other newspapers for half price.

 – Thank you

By PETE FONTAINE

T
here was a flurry of activity Saturday morning inside the Johnston Senior 
Center’s spacious multi-purpose room.

Children of all ages enjoyed a host of activities, as well as a variety of 
snacks during the annual visit from the Easter Bunny.

“What’s going on in that corner?” several visitors asked as they watched 
about a dozen or so kids tossing colored plastic eggs into buckets. “Just look at all the 
pastries and juice drinks.”

In keeping with the tradition of hosting the Easter Bunny, Saturday’s will long be 
remembered as perhaps the biggest and best event in recent memory, courtesy of host 
Johnston Recreation Department, which received a valuable sponsorship from Citi-
zens Bank and the Johnston Community Center Association.

At one end of the room, people of all ages enjoyed muffins, Danish, cinnamon 
buns, brownies, cupcakes and scones while other folks enjoined a variety of juices 
and hot chocolate.

In the middle of it all was the Easter Bunny, a.k.a. Johnston High School student/
athlete Chris Civetti, son of Councilman Robert Civetti and Carol Civetti, who 
Cournoyer said “is really doing a great job most especially making all the kids feel 
comfortable.”

There was a waiting line during most of the two-hour event that provided proud 
parents — and in many instances grandparents — an opportunity to add more 
memorable photos to their family albums and scrapbooks.

Even Recreation Director Michael Bedrosian, who is also the successful head coach 
of Johnston High school’s state champion basketball Panthers, was all smiles as he 
visited the event and chatted with visitors.

Likewise, Richard DelFIno Jr., the new Executive Director of the Senior Center, 
brought his grandsons Richard and Luca DelFino. Their father Richard DelFino III, 
was overjoyed with what he called “an exceptional turnout and great day of fun for 
all the kids.”

Easter Bunny 
visits Johnston 
Senior Center

MANY MEMORIES: Above, Emilia and Valentina Merlino were among the 
countless children who visited with the Easter Bunny while their mother Jen (not 
shown) snapped pictures. (Sun Rise photos by Pete Fontaine)

COLOFUL| 
CREATIONS: 

 At right, Nicky and 
Giovanni DiLorenzo show 

off the sheets they 
colored while visiting the 

Easter Bunny.

GLITTER GARB:  
At left, sisters Juliana 
and Sailor-Hope 
came decked out in 
dazzling dresses for 
Saturday’s visit with 
the Easter Bunny.

BUNNY BUDDIES: 
Below right, Kamden 

Beaumier and Kyla 
Hurley are smiles as 

they joined the Easter 
Bunny Saturday at the 

JSC.
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SCOOP OF THE WEEK
Fishing Derby

The Johnston Recreation Department will host the 2023 Fishing Derby, for ages 
4-12, from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. on Saturday, April 22. 

The derby will offer rewards for individual achievements in the derby. The 
derby is free to enter. 

“Please remember this derby is meant for the kids,” reminded derby organizers. 
“Please let the kids do all the fishing. You can help cast and release the fish if nec-
essary. Most of all, have fun!”

Organizers say that participants can arrive anytime between 9 a.m. and noon. 
They put out a special thanks to The Johnston Community Center  Association and 
Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management (DEM).

For more information, go to johnstonrec.com.

DO YOU NEED 
A NEW ROOF?

If So, I Bet The Last Thing 
You Want To Do RIGHT NOW 
Is Spend $15,000-$25,000 

Or More On A New Roof!
Call the Roof Assistance Hotline at 401-954-9012 

to learn how you may qualify to replace your old roof 
for $5,000-$6,000 of your own personal funds, 

regardless of roof size.

This is not a loan or a grant so there is no application to fi ll out and no home appraisal 
required. Qualifying is strictly based on a free assessment of your current roof.

Who this program is for:
1. Homeowners with medium, large or extra-large roofs
2. This program is not based on fi nancial hardship. In fact, many homeowners that we 

assist are considered somewhat affl uent
3. Homeowners with a roof that is between 10-35 years old are ideal

Who this program is NOT for:
1. Homeowners with smaller than average roofs
2. Homeowners that have replaced sections of their roof over the years, piece by piece
3. Homeowners with roofs that are less than 10 years old
4. Homeowners that a have a roof in absolutely terrible condition that probably needed 

to be replaced many, many years ago

Call the Hotline at 

401-954-9012 
for your free roof assessment or go to 

www.roofassistancehotline.com
Reg#11374

“I am currently in discussions with 
Julius Kolawole from Bami Farm, locat-
ed here in Johnston, on setting up a few 
dates,” Polisena said of the proposed 
new town market. 

Kolawole is the Director and Cofound-
er of the African Alliance of Rhode Is-
land (AARI), and can often be found in 
the fields off Hartford Avenue, brushing 
up against the edges of Snake Den State 
Park. 

“I will look for and welcome any other 
farmers as well,” Polisena said. “This is 
only open to licensed farmers in Rhode 
Island. Their license from the state al-
ready allows for them to legally sell their 
fresh produce, so it is overly duplicative 
to make them get an additional license 
from the Town.”

The farmer’s market dates have not 
yet been set. Polisena said he’s awaiting 
approval from Town Council.

“The purpose is to streamline the pro-
cess so any interested parties can contact 
either myself or our Director of Build-
ings and Grounds, Chris Correia, to set 
up a date,” Polisena said. 

Town Councilman Robert J. Civetti 
said he’ll wait for an official proposal 
before deciding whether to vote for the 
resolution. 

“Although, I will say that in the past 
the town has held a farmer’s market 
down at Johnston Memorial Park so this 
is not a new concept or idea,” Civetti 
said Wednesday. “I am all in favor of 
providing a location where, on a peri-

odic basis, the local farmers in Johnston 
can set shop and sell some of their home-
grown/homemade produce and prod-
ucts.”

Monday’s canceled Town Council 
meeting may be rescheduled for April 
24, but Town Clerk Vincent P. Baccari Jr. 
is awaiting confirmation from council 
members.

“This will give the residents in town a 
chance to see some of the great working 
farms that still exist in the town of John-
ston and throughout the state of Rhode 
Island,” Civetti said. “If we can support 
our local farmers then perhaps they will 
be able to continue to maintain their 
land as open space rather than selling 
out to large corporations and developers 
or property.”

Civetti said he looks “forward to hear-
ing the proposal being presented by the 
Mayor and his staff.”

Town Council President Robert V. 
Russo visits farmer’s markets in other 
towns. He looks forward to a revitalized 
market in Johnston. 

“I think hosting a Farmers’ Market in 
town allows citizens to have a place to 
socialize while at the same time purchas-
ing products from local farmers / ven-
dors that are made in Rhode Island and 
may not appear in local stores,” Russo 
said Wednesday. “ I often go to farmer’s 
markets to get fresh produce. If the mar-
ket is big enough with a variety of goods 
it will draw people from other commu-
nities which will benefit other local busi-
nesses. Most importantly, farmer’s mar-
kets provide a venue for people still 
courageous enough to farm to display 
and sell their products.”

■ Market
(Continued from page 1)

Sun Rise Staff Reports

Coed Middle School Volleyball
Johnston students currently in sixth, 

seventh and eighth grade are eligible to 
play Coed Middle School Volleyball in 
this year’s spring season. Students can 
register now. Space is limited. The fee is 
$70 per individual ($35 for each addi-
tional sibling). Checks and money orders 
should be made payable to JYSA. (Re-
funds will not be issued without a doc-
tor’s note and are subject to a partial re-
fund.)

The dates for 10 more sessions of vol-
leyball: April 17, 18, 24, 25, 26, and May 
4, 5, 8, 9, 10 (from 2:15-3:45 p.m. at the 
Johnston Indoor Recreation Center). 

Students can register at the Johnston 
Recreation Office, 1583 Hartford Ave., 
Johnston, between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 
p.m., Monday through Friday. For more 
information call 401-272-3460 or email 
johnstonrec.com

NAMI-RI: Family-to Family
The Rhode Island chapter of the Na-

tional Alliance on Mental Illness is now 
accepting registration for our next virtu-
al Family-to-Family course which begins 
at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, April 26. This is 
a free, 8-session educational program for 
family, significant others and friends of 
people with mental health conditions. It 
is a designated evidenced-based pro-

gram, which means that research shows 
that the program significantly improves 
the coping and problem-solving abilities 
of the people closest to a person with a 
mental health condition. NAMI-Rhode 
Island’s Family-to-Family course is 
taught by trained family members who 
have lived experience with a loved one, 
and includes presentations, discussions 
and interactive activities.

AARP Day Trips
Bronx Zoo Trip, Tuesday, May 16. Bus 

pickup from the Exit 19 Park & Ride on 
Hopkins Hill Road at 7 a.m., return time 
is approximately 8:30 p.m. Cost is $114/
person. For more information call Mau-
reen at 828-5188. Final payment is due by 
Tuesday, April 18.

Essex Steam Train & Riverboat Trip for 
Thursday, June 22. Bus pickup from Exit 
19 Park & Ride on Hopkins Hill Road at 
9 a.m., return time is approximately 5 
p.m. Cost is $119/person. For more in-
formation call Maureen at 828-5188. Fi-
nal payment is due by Thursday, May 25.

Celebrate Earth Day
The Central RI Chamber of Commerce 

is sponsoring a free, community recy-
cling event on Friday, April 14, from 12 
– 4 p.m. at the Warwick Mall parking lot 
(near Firestone Tires). Rain or shine.

Paper shredding will be available 

Sun RiSe ScoopS

SCOOPS - PAGE 10■
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Answer to this 
week’s Puzzle:

Newspaper: 

Johnston Sun Rise
Client:

Dental Arts Group

3.42” wide x 4” deep

www.dentalartsgroupri.com

Bob Giberti    401-732-3100    LisaB@rhodybeat.com, production

Advertising: Here is the 2x4” column template for this client:

by Rochelle Rhodes, D.M.D. and David McFarland, D.D.S.

Watch Your
MOUTH

As soon as baby’s first tooth appears, 
usually around six to eight months of age, 
it’s time to start brushing. You can brush 
baby’s first teeth using water and a soft 
wet cloth or child’s toothbrush to clean all 
surfaces of the teeth. Brush or wipe gently 
in circles along the gumline. Doing this twice 
a day will create good habits for your child 
who will come to expect teeth brushing as 
part of their morning and bedtime routines. 
Use only water until eighteen months of age 
and then switch to a children’s toothpaste. 
Start with a small amount, about the size of 
a grain of rice. Around age six you can begin 
using a pea-sized amount of toothpaste. 

The importance of baby teeth cannot be 

overstated, just as conscientious dental 
care should not be overlooked. Taking 
care of these little pearls as soon as they 
appear paves the way to a future healthy 
dental profile.  Let us help promote your 
children’s healthy mouth and brilliant smile. 
Taught early enough about the importance 
of taking care of their teeth, children can 
learn to make a habit of daily brushing and 
flossing. We have convenient office hours at 
DENTAL ARTS GROUP, 1136 Hartford Ave., 
Johnston; please call 401-521-3661.

P.S. When young children swallow their 
fluoride toothpaste, it can lead to a condition 
called fluorosis that causes permanent pits 
and staining in teeth. 

BRUSHING BABIES’ TEETH

b e a c o n c o m m u n i c a t i o n s
1944 WarWick avenue, WarWick, ri  02889  |  P: 401-732-3100 | F: 401-732-3110

Advertise in our newspapers 
and reach over 
32,000 homes 
in Cranston, Coventry, Johnston, 

Warwick, West Greenwich & West Warwick

CranstonHerald
www.cranstononline.com

JOHNSTON

Call 732-3100
 for more information

Johnston 
Sun Rise

1. Property taxes, homeowners’ insurance, and home maintenance required. The home must be your primary residence. 
2. Consult a fi nancial advisor and appropriate government agencies for any e� ect on taxes or government benefi ts.
Branch O�  ce: 1 International Blvd, Suite 900 Mahwah, NJ 07495. NMLS #957935. Licensed by Rhode Island Third Party 
Loan Servicer License 20193879LS, Rhode Island Lender License 20153084LL, MA Debt Collector License DC957935, 
Mortgage Lender License, with reverse mortgage authority ML 957935.

Rewriting the 
Rules of
Retirement
Retirement comes with more time for 
the things you love. A reverse mortgage
can help you fund them.

Pay o�  your existing mortgage to 
eliminate monthly payments 1

Get additional income tax-free cash 
to use for what matters most 2

Continue to own your home just like a
traditional mortgage

NMLS #595725

Contact Carol Miller, your local
Reverse Mortgage Specialist.

(401) 406-1247  (Cell)
carol.miller@longbridge-fi nancial.com

Your Ad
Could Be

Here
For more info, call

732-3100

By RORY SCHULER

The Rhode Island State Police (RISP) have 
arrested three suspects and discovered a dead 
body following a task force raid in North 
Providence.

A Johnston man was one of three suspects 
taken into custody and charged following a 
series of court-authorized searches by the 
RISP’s High-Intensity Drug Trafficking Area 
(HIDTA) Task Force. The raids and arrests fol-
lowed a month-long investigation, according 
to state police.

Johnston Police are not currently a member 
of the Task Force. However, following last 
week’s arrest, the department link up with the 
regional effort to curb drug dealers. 

“The Johnston Police Department is explor-
ing assigning an officer to HIDTA in the fu-
ture,” said Johnston Police Chief Mark A. Vie-
ira. “Police departments do not need a drug 
problem in their community in order to assign 
an officer to HIDTA.”

Johnston Mayor Joseph Polisena Jr. will 
leave the decision up to the department’s new 
chief. Polisena Jr. and Viera both took their 
oaths of office in January.

“HIDTA is administered by the state po-
lice,” Polisena said Wednesday morning. “I 
will leave any police personnel and allocation 
decisions to the Chief Vieira. The Johnston 
Police Department is one of the best police 
departments in the state and when called up-
on, they always have and will continue to 
work in conjunction with any other local, state 
and federal law enforcement agencies.”

The three suspects, a pair from Providence 
and a Johnston man, were taken into custody 
last Wednesday. While searching a North 
Providence residence, the task force also dis-
covered the body of a woman they believe 
died from an overdose.

The HIDTA Task Force executed court-au-
thorized search warrants at three separate lo-
cations: 20 Metcalf Ave. in North Providence, 
113 Sisson St. in Providence, and 716 Central 
Ave. in Johnston.

After gaining entry to the 20 Metcalf Ave. 
home in North Providence, “members of HID-
TA found a deceased female within the resi-
dence,” according to State Police.

“Members also located a significant heroin 
and fentanyl processing operation at this ad-
dress,” according to a RISP press release. 
“Members of the Department of the Attorney 
General’s Office, the RISP Major Crimes Unit 
and Forensic Service Unit responded to assist 
with the processing and collection of evidence 
on scene.”

“I want to applaud our HIDTA task force 
and our partners at the Attorney General’s of-
fice for their work in this investigation,” said 
Col. Darnell S. Weaver, RISP Superintendent 

and Director of the state’s Department of Pub-
lic Safety. “They work hard every day to take 
deadly drugs off the street and these arrests 
make our communities safer.”

The following items were seized during the 
warrant searches: kilogram presses, stamps, 
and molds; digital scales and packaging mate-
rial for redistribution; 908 grams of Heroin; 
229 grams of Fentanyl; and $82,550 in US Cur-
rency.

“It was determined that Noel Ignacio Mo-
ronta,  41, of 113 Sisson St., Providence; Nelson 
A. Reyes, 38, of 716 Central Ave., Johnston; 
and Marien Solano, 36, of 113 Sisson St., Provi-
dence all failed to report the death of the dece-
dent, who is suspected to have died of an 
overdose,” according to state police. “All three 
subjects were also identified to be involved in 
the manufacture, and/or possession with the 
intent to deliver significant amounts of illegal 
narcotics as outlined above. All were charged 
as co-conspirators with possession with intent 
to deliver (fentanyl, heroin), controlled sub-
stance conspiracy and failure to report a death 
with the intention to conceal a crime.”

Moronta, Reyes and Solano were transport-
ed to the Lincoln Woods Barracks and pro-
cessed. The defendants were formally ar-
raigned on Wednesday, April 5, at 6th Division 
District Court, where they were held without 
bail, according to state police.

The HIDTA Task Force currently includes 
state troopers, DEA Providence District Office, 
Rhode Island National Guard Counterdrug 
Program participants, and members of the fol-
lowing municipal police departments: Provi-
dence, North Providence, Lincoln, Middle-
town, Bristol and Narragansett.

Johnston man one of three 
arrested for drug trafficking 
and failing to report a death
State Police seize 908G of 
Heroin, 229G of Fentanyl

SEIZED: The following items were seized during the warrant searches at three 
separate locations (20 Metcalf Ave. in North Providence, 113 Sisson St. in Provi-
dence, and 716 Central Ave. in Johnston): kilogram presses, stamps, and molds; 
digital scales and packaging material for redistribution; 908 grams of Heroin; 229 
grams of Fentanyl; and $82,550 in US Currency.

ARRESTED: The RISP HIDTA Task Force 
took three suspects into custody and 
charged them with drug crimes and failing to 
report a death: Noel Ignacio Moronta, 41, of 
113 Sisson St., Providence; Nelson A. 
Reyes, 38, of 716 Central Ave., Johnston 
(mugshot above); and Marien Solano, 36, of 
113 Sisson St., Providence. (Photos cour-
tesy Rhode Island State Police)
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Take advantage of the new 30% Solar Investment Tax Credit 
(ITC) with PWRcell, Generac’s fully-integrated solar + battery 
storage system. PWRcell will help you save money on your 
electric bill and be prepared for utility power outages. Plus 
it’s compatible with most existing solar arrays.

Now’s the
Right Time

^Consult your tax or legal professional for information 
regarding eligibility requirements for tax credits.

Solar panels sold separately.

Purchase a PWRcell and Receive 
a Free Ecobee Smart Thermostat 
Enhanced – valued at over $189!*

*Scan the QR code for 
promo terms and conditions.

SAVE 
30% 

WITH THE SOLAR TAX CREDIT^

Call to request a free quote!
(833) 779-2532
Call to request a free quote!
(833) 779-2532

The nature of the crime — alleged of-
fenders often disperse before police are 
able to initiate traffic stops — makes it 
difficult for citizens to report incidents 
on-time, and tricky for law enforcement 
to tackle the problem in real-time and 
make arrests.

“The Johnston Police Department is 
committed to combating large groups of 
illegal ATV/ dirt bike riders who dan-
gerously swarm public roadways,” Viei-
ra said. “We will work in conjunction 
with neighboring jurisdictions such as 
Providence and Cranston to address this 
issue which puts the motoring public at 
risk.”

Johnston, like most municipalities, has 
specific laws on the books restricting 
non-street-legal bikes from operating on 
town streets.

“The town of Johnston has an ordi-
nance that strictly prohibits recreational 
motor vehicles from public streets, pub-
lic parks, or any area within the town 
where motor vehicles are not allowed,” 
Vieira said. “Violators of the ordinance 
are subject to a fine of $100 for a first of-
fense, $200 for a second offense, and $300 
for each offense thereafter. Recreational 
vehicles used in violation of the town 
ordinance are impounded at the owner’s 
expense and are not released until all 
court action is completed.” 

Cranston Police say they’re serious 
about enforcing the rules of the road. 

“The City of Cranston (and) Cranston 
Police Department (have) always been 
proactive in enforcing the laws relating 
to illegal and reckless operation of ATVs 
and dirt bikes,” Winquist said. “We will 
continue to work with our neighboring 
police departments to address this safety 
concern. We will be especially vigilant 
now that the warmer weather is here.”

Last week, Providence Mayor Brett P. 
Smiley and Providence Police Chief Col. 
Oscar L. Perez announced the state capi-
tal’s new Providence Police Community 
Response Team “to combat illegal ATV 
and dirt bike riding throughout the 
City.”

Smiley circulated a press release, in-
sisting his administration and city police 
“want to send a clear message to indi-
viduals who operate these vehicles, that 
law enforcement officials will be work-
ing to prevent this illegal activity and 
reckless behavior on our roadways will 
not be tolerated by police.”

“We want people to know we are seri-
ous about stopping the use of these ille-
gal vehicles that put everyone at risk and 
make our streets unsafe,” said Mayor 
Brett Smiley. “By creating the Commu-
nity Response Team, we will be using 
more resources than in the past to detect 
activity before it occurs, and we will be 
pursuing the appropriate criminal charg-
es. No one should be using these vehicles 
and if they are caught doing so, they will 
face serious consequences.”

The city plans to seize more vehicles 
and use undercover detective work, sur-
veillance technology and social media to 
track down and charge offenders.

“Through these means, PPD will be 
able to identify illegal activity within the 
city, proactively seize vehicles, pursue 
additional and higher criminal charges 
as it may relate to a case, and ultimately 

ensure the safety of our residents and 
visitors,” according to a press release 
from Smiley’s office.

“I am proud to be unveiling this new, 
proactive strategy to address what has 
been a problem in our community for 
years,” Perez said. “Every Providence 
Police officer knows the real dangers and 
impacts the use of illegal ATVs and mo-
torcycles has had in our neighborhoods. 
Beginning today, the officers of the Prov-
idence Police Department will be work-
ing with the community, stakeholders 
and surrounding cities to investigate and 
fully pursue all illegal activity associated 
with the operation and storage of these 
vehicles now through the summer 
months.”

Following Smiley’s announcement, 
Black Lives Matter RI PAC and the 
American Civil Liberties Union of Rhode 
Island released a joint-statement, raising 
concerns with the newly announced 
crackdown plans.

“Our organizations share the city’s 
goal of creating a safe environment for 
all residents, but seeking ways to crimi-
nalize ATV and dirt bike use — and uti-
lizing expansive surveillance techniques 
to do so — are deeply troubling methods 
to pursue this laudable goal,” according 
to BLM RI PAC and the ACLU of RI. “We 
know that turning civil traffic offenses 
into criminal ones in this context will 
disproportionately affect young people 
and Black and Brown neighborhoods, 
have a severely discriminatory impact, 
and undermine the critical need for 
greater equity in the criminal justice sys-
tem.”

Besides the racial component, the orga-
nizations also expressed privacy worries:

“These concerns are compounded by 
the City’s stated intention of using ‘video 
technology’ to track down ATV and dirt 
bike users. Given the objections that we 
and others have raised about the intru-
sive installation of Flock Safety surveil-
lance technology in Providence and the 
severely limited protections that resi-
dents have from this technology, the po-
tential use of these cameras to track and 
target ATV users should be extremely 
troubling to anybody concerned about 
privacy. That Providence is promoting 
the use of an anonymous tip line to re-
port any ATV or dirt bike possession, 
even on a private residence or in a pri-
vate garage, only enhances these surveil-
lance concerns.”

In Johnston, report illegal vehicle inci-
dents by calling 401-231-8100; in Crans-
ton, call 401-942-2211; and in Providence, 
call the city’s new dedicated ATV Tip 
Line 401-680-TATV (8288) and email 
ATVtips@providenceri.gov to “anony-
mously report any non-emergency infor-
mation they have about ATVs being ille-
gally driven or stored.”

Polisena promised Johnston would be 
a dedicated partner to neighboring com-
munities in the effort to keep off-road 
vehicles off the region’s roads. 

“I will provide our police department, 
Mayor Smiley and (Cranston) Mayor 
(Ken) Hopkins whatever tools are need-
ed to help keep these individuals off our 
streets,” Polisena said. “There is abso-
lutely no sanctuary for them in Johnston 
and there will never be under my admin-
istration.”

Warwick Police Chief Col. Bradford 
Connor did not respond to requests for 
comment for this story.

BEATING INCIDENT: 
In August 2021, a woman was 

dragged from her car and beaten 
by a gang of around 10 dirt bike 
and ATV riders after she honked 

her horn at a Providence inter-
section, while her young child 
and dog were inside the car. 

Providence Police asked for tips 
to identify the suspects and 
eventually made one arrest. 

These images were taken from 
screenshots of video footage 

from the incident. Johnston, 
Cranston and Providence police 

have all pledged to crackdown 
on the illicit operation of recre-

ational vehicles on town and city 
roads as warm weather ap-

proaches in the Ocean State. 
(YouTube screenshot)

� ATV
(Continued from page 1)
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Helping Local Businesses Thrive & Survive

 for your continued loyalty Call us at 732-3100 to advertise your business

Thank You
TiTa’s

Tailors and Cleaners

By PETE FONTAINE

W
hether you’re a tiny tot or 101, it seems 
as though you’re never too old to 
enjoy a visit with the Easter Bunny.

For example, Ginny Holt — who at 
101 may be The Bridge at Cherry Hill’s 

oldest resident — enjoyed Saturday’s Family Day, and 
had as much fun as and the sisters King, Grace (5) and 
Natalie (3) and their friend Aspen LaForge (3), during 
the award-winning assisted living nursing home’s 
Family Day and Easter Celebration.

In the middle of it all, of course, was the Easter Bunny 
— a.k.a. Connor Brayton — who was the most popular 
of all visitors, and son of Amy Brayton, who is Resident 
Care Director at the Johnston-based facility.

Brayton and Kristen King, a nurse at The Bridge, 
welcomed residents like Donna Lussier who was 
thrilled to have her grandson Lorenzo at the Family 
Day event. Likewise, there was a special air of family all 
afternoon throughout the Century Park property.

There was lots fun of fun inside and outside The 
Bridge, highlighted by an Easter Egg Hunt for plastic-
colored eggs placed all around the building, as well as a 
special visit from Sue Greco, an Ambassador from The 
Bubblah, which is a unique digital magazine, by and for 
Creative Kids.

Greco sat at an umbrella covered table on The 
Bridge’s patio hand-painting a variety of designs on 
children’s faces and forearms, just to name a few.

Meanwhile, there were other children’s games and 
chocolate candy during the sun-splashed event that was 
coordinated by Joan Stanzione, the Lifestyle Director at 
The Bridge, who even had her picture taken with the 
Easter Bunny.

Big bunny 
spotted at 
The Bridge

GRAM’S GUY: Donna Lussier, resident at The Bridge in Johnston, sits alongside the Easter Bunny who was a 
huge hit among all children in attendance, like her grandson Lorenzo. (Sun Rise photos by Pete Fontaine)

BUNNY 
SHOTS: 
At left, 
Joan Stanzione 
(left), Lifestyles 
Director at The 
Bridge, and 
Resident Care 
Director Amy 
Brayton, join her 
son Connor — 
a.k.a. The Easter 
Bunny — during 
Saturday’s family 
celebration.

GRAND 
GUEST: 

At right, Ginny 
Holt (center), 

who is 101 years 
old, is joined by 
Karen Bodden, 

Hudson Boddon 
and Jen 

Czajkorvski at 
The Bridge’s 

Easter Family Day 
in Johnston.
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JOHNSTON

It got me thinking.
I like this idea.
Coastal invests in community. 

Restores building for the commu-
nity. Opportunity to steam roll into 

community awareness.
Bowling fundraisers. Black tie 

and bowling?  Too much. Bowling 
alleys are the middle ground be-
tween church and a bar for social 
gathering.

Coastal1 ready to roll the dice, 
spend fat marketing budget. Why 
not?

If not, a failed marketing cam-

paign. Not the first. Won’t be the 
last.

I’d like to know how much is 
their marketing budget.

If you’re smirking right now send 
a reply. Otherwise, thanks for read-
ing.

Sick and tired of watching com-
munities lose.

Deb Cartier, of Johnston

I have lived in Johnston my entire life 68 years, and I have some thoughts on a couple of the letters sent to the 
Johnston Sun Rise.

First, I will start with the letter written by Edward Collins (“$80,000 for a glorified assistant is outrageous,” 
March 2 edition of the Johnston Sun Rise). He is correct, there are many of us who feel the same way as he does 
regarding hiring a full-time assistant Chief of Staff. Many of us are wondering why we need two people to handle 
this position. Get rid of the part-time Chief of staff. We all know why he is still there, and don’t get me started on 
the Planning board or Our Town Council Members (excluding Robert Civetti).

We had an opportunity to relieve all of them of their duties in November. Hopefully we will make some chang-
es in the next election.

In regards to the letter Harriet Sukaskas wrote this past issue (“Is Johnston becoming cringe-worthy?” March 
30 edition), she put into words so beautifully what so many of us who grew up in Johnston are feeling.

We have lost the beauty and simplicity of the great Town we grew up in, just driving on Atwood Avenue, Hart-
ford Avenue, and Killingly Street is a total nightmare. I felt Harriet’s pain in her letter and believe me there are 
many more of us who grew up here and chose to raise our families here that feel exactly like she does.

Enough is enough. I asked myself after the last election: Can it be that the people in Johnston are that stupid 
that we keep electing the same people over and over again?

The answer is no, we just need to wake up, people of Johnston. Take our Town back and end this constant state 
of development  and vote them all out. I realize that a lot of people are afraid of retaliation. Get over it. Speak your 
minds and stop being afraid.

Karen Paquin, of Johnston

Upon approaching these two men. I asked them how 
they were doing and why they were out there. They 
said they needed the money to eat. I also asked if they 
would like me to do a story on them and get a picture. 
They both said yes.

Their names are Dennis and Richard. I handed them 
a Spirit of Hope Homeless Kit and a donation. They 
were very excited. But, they were counting the money 
and I guess were going to split it up. Each guy was on 
one corner.

These guys were the real thing; they were not fakers. 
I asked them some questions and they had the answers 
of where to go and sleep and eat. One was on disability 
and the other was working on it. They both have been 
homeless for over two years.

So, you tell me how can we help them? This is not 
normal out here, but with some counseling, a job, and a 
place to stay they may change their ways.

Please if you stop and see them, just say hello and ask 
them how they are. They want to be treated just like 
you and me.

Well, this was my Holy Moment for the day!

Louis Spremulli, of Johnston
Spirit of Hope Founder

‘Speak your minds and stop being afraid’

‘Sick & tired of watching communities lose’

To the men standing under Route 6 on Atwood

The path to hell, they say, is paved with good intentions. In 
Rhode Island, it appears the path to a failed affordable housing 
strategy is paved with an overabundance of competing interests, 
all of which have valid arguments for why they have been im-
plemented, but inherently clash with one another all the same.

There’s a lot to unpack in this premise, but the basic situation 
looks like this.

The state’s new plan to boost the stock of affordable housing 
is already precariously balanced on the premise that unshack-
ling private developers from overly strenuous local regulation 
will result in an increased production of affordable housing. (As 
an aside, it should be stated that this approach conveniently 
omits that the current legal framework only requires private 
developers to include a small fraction of rental units at rates 80% 
below the market value, which translates to monthly rent costs 
that remain wholly unaffordable for all low-income earners in 
the state.)

Private developers, naturally, seek to make profits from their 
investments. Charging less for an apartment unit than could 
feasibly be marketed to someone for a lot more is bad business. 
So the government chips in publicly-funded financial tax credits 
with strings attached as a means to incentivize them to do so 
and help make up for some of the disparity in that cost. It’s not 
perfect, but it has resulted in at least some moderately affordable 
housing developments getting off the ground. And to their 
credit, some private developers have even gone beyond the 
minimal requirements set by state law and are in the midst of 
trying to build apartment complexes where a majority of the 
rental units are priced at 60% of the market value, making them 
more truly affordable for people on lower incomes.

However, the construction unions then make a point to 
rightly advocate for their members because Rhode Island had 
not been enforcing federal wage requirements passed during the 
Great Depression for projects that utilize these tax incentives. 
What legislator interested in keeping their seat would oppose a 
bill advocating to pay skilled tradesmen and women a wage that 
is federally guaranteed? That measure passed nearly unani-
mously through the general assembly, and went into effect this 
year.

And now? It’s private development’s turn to gripe about how 
paying that prevailing wage would render those tax incentives 
completely null, or even surpass their value, adding costs to 
developments that are already skyrocketing due to inflation and 
the increased price of building materials. The scramble is now to 
determine which projects got in quick enough to be exempt from 
those requirements, but what about the future?

It’s hard to imagine a solution where everyone will be happy. 
Outside of sizable private investment from ultra-wealthy trusts, 
foundations, or private individuals, the cost of producing af-
fordable housing will seemingly continue to deter private devel-
opers from taking the financial risk required to build such proj-
ects — and that is bad for everybody, the trade unions included.

So what has to give? Amidst a period of economic uncertainty 
and downturn, it is understandable that developers don’t want 
to be saddled with additional expenses up front, and that skilled 
trades members want to be guaranteed more money for the la-
bor they invest to make those conceived projects a physical real-
ity.

Unfortunately, there doesn’t seem to be an answer at this time 
where both of those desires can be satisfied.

It’s a never-ending whammy of Catch 22s, and make no mis-
take — the victims will always be the people who barely make 
enough money to scrape by, and remain unable to afford a safe 
and reasonably priced place to call home.

Too many competing interests 
hamper housing
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Prepare for power 
outages today
WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(401) 922-9007

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty*
A $695 Value!

FREE
7-Year Extended

A $695 Value!

thanks to our sponsor, Coastal1 
Credit Union.  It’s time to clean out 
and recycle your E-waste too!  ORS 
(Office Recycling Solutions) will 
have trucks available to take away 
your old E-waste so it does not end 
up in the landfill and DEM will be 
available to collect your expired 
marine flares. Need to make room 
in your closets?  Curbside Textile 
Recycling will be onsite to collect 
your gently used clothing, shoes 
and handbags. No household 
goods will be accepted. 

All collection trucks will be set 
up so that you can easily drive 
through and no need to get out of 
your car!  Any questions can be di-
rected to events@centralrichamber.
com   or by calling 401-732-1100  

Steps for Vets
Operation Stand Down Rhode 

Island will help host the Steps for 
Vets Walk-a-Thon in Warwick.

Join them for a walk full of fun, 
food trucks and music to support 
our local homeless veterans and 
their families from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
on Saturday, April 15 (rain date 
April 22).

Registration begins at 10:30 a.m. 
at the Warwick City Park Beach-
front. All are invited to attend. 
Walkers can register at osdri.chari-
typroud.org/EventRegistration. 
Register by March 23 to secure a T-
shirt.

Reach out to beley@friars.provi-
dence.edu with any questions. The 
cost is $25 per person, and includes 
drinks/snacks and a T-shirt. Chil-
dren under 10 are free.

JPD Drug Takeback
Do you have old pills, prescrip-

tions, or medications, of which 
Johnston Police can help you dis-
pose? 

Join the JPD for the upcoming 
National Prescription Drug Take 
Back Day on April 22, at the John-
ston Police Department headquar-
ters.

“The National Prescription Drug 
Take Back Day aims to provide a 
safe, convenient, and responsible 
means of disposing of prescription 
drugs, while also informing the 
public about the potential for abuse 
of medications,” according to JPD. 
“Please visit us for proper disposal 
of old prescriptions.”

Youth Track & Field
It’s time to register for Johnston 

Youth Track & Field.
The Johnston Recreation Depart-

ment is also looking for volunteer 
coaches and sponsors. Register 
your child and get involved in the 
community. 

Anyone interested in signing up 
can stop by the Johnston Recreation 
Office from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., 
Monday through Friday.

The program costs $65 per indi-
vidual, and $40 for each additional 
sibling. Checks and money orders 
are accepted (checks should be 
made payable to JYSA). The pro-
gram is available to boys and girls 
currently in grades 1-8. For more 

information (including schedules, 
registration forms, and more) go to 
johnstonrec.com. 

The season will run from Thurs-
day, April 27 through Thursday, 
June 15.

JRTC Fundraiser
The Johnston Republican Town 

Committee (JRTC) will hold a fund-
raiser at 6 p.m. on Sunday, May 7, 
at the Kelley Gazzerro VFW Post 
2812, 1418 Plainfield Pike, Crans-
ton. 

“Join us for laughs, silent auc-
tion, cash bar and a good time,” 
according to the JRTC. “Please 
bring your own food/snacks.”

Tickets must be purchased online 
in advance ($35 each). Silent auc-
tion winners must pay with a credit 
card. Tickets are non-refundable. 
The show is for adults 18 and over. 
For more information email info@
johnstonri.gop.

OSDRI Boots on the Ground
Operation Stand Down Rhode 

Island (OSDRI) is requesting volun-
teers to help for the 2023 Boots on 
the Ground for Heroes Memorial. 
Volunteers are needed for set up, 
weekend-of help, and breakdown. 
Set up days are as follows: Tuesday, 
May 23, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m.; Wednesday, May 24, , 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m., 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.; Thurs-
day, May 25, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.; Fri-
day, May 26, , 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., 12 
p.m. to 4 p.m.

Their number one priority is to 
get the memorial up with success 
and in the safest and most efficient 
way. Please be advised that the 
need for volunteers and volunteer-
ing duties may be subject to change 
at any given moment. OSDRI will 
be sending any updates about the 
volunteering needs to the email 
that was registered with the volun-
teer online registration.

If you are a corporate office or 
company who is interested in vol-
unteering- EACH person volun-
teering needs to sign up through 
the OSDRI online registration. If 
your company sends out an inter-
nal volunteering portal, you will 
still need to sign up with OSDRI at 
our online portal as well. This helps 
us correctly account for how many 
people are attending to help.

Set up will be at Fort Adams in 
Newport. Set up duties consist of 
setting the boots out, cleaning up / 
shining boots, lacing boots, lining 
up boots on a predesigned grid, at-
taching name placards, stuffing 
boots, and placing out American 
flags. Volunteers should be physi-
cally able to bend down/walk.

We will also need volunteers for 
the actual event itself. Volunteers to 
assist with band setup/breakdown, 
parking in the main lot, assisting at 
both the entrance and at the exit of 
the fort, and other miscellaneous 
duties. We are looking for 2-4 peo-
ple to fill each volunteer shift.

The following shifts are avail-
able: Saturday, May 27, 8 a.m. to 2 
p.m., 2 p.m. to 8 p.m.; Sunday, May 
28, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m., 2 p.m. to 8 p.m.; 
Monday, May 29, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., 1 
p.m. to 6 p.m.

Break down will be at 8 a.m. on 
Tuesday, May 30. Break down du-
ties consist of picking up boots, 

storing boots, picking up tags, pick-
ing up American Flags, and other 
miscellaneous duties. This is also a 
labor-intensive activity which 
needs volunteer assistance.

If anyone is interested in volun-
teering, they must sign up through 
the link: osdri.charityproud.org/
Vo l u n t e e r R e g i s t r a t i o n / I n -
dex/4506. Please move the calen-
dar to May (if it is a different 
month) and click on the shift de-
sired to sign up.

Should you have any questions 
or concerns please feel free to con-
tact Amanda Dean at adean@osdri.
org or 401-383-4730

Johnston Historical Society Event
On Wednesday, May 31, the 

Johnston Historical Society will 
host an event exploring the John-
ston connection to the “Band of 
Brothers,” a group of World War II 
veterans who fought their way 
across Europe and were immortal-
ized in a book by Stephen Ambrose 
and an HBO series.

George Luz Jr., was blessed by an 
early introduction to the men of 
Company E, 506th PIR, 101st Air-
borne Division, in 1965 at the 101st 
Airborne Reunion. Luz was nine 
years old at the time, and that 
started a journey that his father, 
George Luz, began in August 1942 
at Toccoa, Georgia.

Although George Sr. was killed 
in a tragic accident in 1998, George 
Jr. made a promise to his father’s 
memory that he would move for-
ward and do everything as if he 
had survived. He reconnected with 
all his father’s buddies and in true 
Easy Company form, they em-
braced him with the same esprit de 
corps that had brought these men 
together so many years ago. 

George took a trip to Hershey, 
Pennsylvania, to visit with Maj. 
Richard D. Winters, the mainstay of 
the HBO series “Band of Brothers.” 
Listening to Winters (as well as 
Wild Bill Guarnere, Babe Heffron, 
Don Malarkey, Frank Perconte, 
Shifty Powers, Earl McClung, John-
ny Martin, Buck Compton and oth-
ers) and the other men of Easy 
Company seeing the closeness they 
had was comforting.

Luz Jr. flew to the HBO set of 
“Band of Brothers” in Hatfield Eng-
land; met Rick Gomez who played 
his dad; attended the World Pre-
miere on Utah Beach on June 6, 
2001; and went to the 54th Annual 
Emmys Awards in Los Angeles, 
when the show won for “Outstand-
ing Miniseries” in 2002.

George Luz Sr. would have been 
so proud and happy about his son’s 
tribute to his memory especially 
spending the time with the men 
that he so dearly loved.

George Luz Jr. will be delivering 
a presentation on his father on May 
31

The event will begin at 7 p.m. at 
the Johnston Historical Society Mu-
seum at 101 Putnam Pike in John-
ston. Call the museum at 401-231-
3380, and read future editions of 
the Johnston Sun Rise, for more 
details.

JHS 50th Year Reunion
The Inspiration of ‘73 will cele-

brate its 50th year reunion on June 

23. It will be held at the Valley 
Country Club in Warwick. If you 
are in contact with any classmates, 
spread the word. For more infor-
mation, check out the JHS Class of 
1973 Facebook page or call Donna 
at 401-497-9292.

Amenity Aid Volunteers Needed
We are looking for volunteers 

that would like to help us plan and 
staff community events, organize 
hygiene product collection drives 
and raise funds for Amenity Aid. If 
you are interested in doing any of 
the above or would like to be a 
member of our Community Out-
reach Committee, please contact 
Stacey Silva, Community Outreach 
Chair at Stacey@AmenityAid.org.

Amenity Aid’s mission is to im-
prove the health and wellbeing of 
vulnerable populations by creating 
access to essential hygiene prod-
ucts. Serving all of Rhode Island, 
we distribute toiletry necessities to 
those most vulnerable through our 
network of direct service agencies.

More at Mohr Library
The library is located at 1 Memo-

rial Ave. in Johnston.  Call 401-231-
4980, email info@mohrlibrary.org, 
or visit their website at mohrlibrary.
org. Regular hours are 9 a.m. to 8 
p.m., Monday through Thursday, 9 
a.m. to 6 p.m., Friday and 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m., Saturday.  We offer free No-
tary service weeknights and Satur-
day mornings.  Copy, print and fax 
services, computer help, reference 
and reading recommendations

Sign language classes cancelled 
April 19, but continuing each 2nd, 
3rd, 4th and 5th Wednesday at 1 
pm, brought to us by Westbay.

Art-Smart classes starting in May, 
for ages 5 to 8, Saturdays at 2 p.m. 
and for ages 8 to 12, Wednesdays at 
4 p.m.  Sign up on our website or 
call.

Regular storytime for preschool-
ers will be offered Wednesdays at 
10:30, now extended through May 
24th.

“Read Across Rhode Island” pro-
gramming to read and discuss True 
Biz, a bestselling book which the 
publisher calls “an unforgettable 
journey into the deaf community 
and a universal celebration of hu-
man connection.” June 20 at 6:30 
p.m.  Register by calling Meg at 231-
4980, and press 6 for the reference 
desk.

Yoga is now open to all ages. Call 
the library to register. Sponsored by 
Tri-County HEZ, this class is taught 
by a certified professional and is 
free.  Mondays at 2 p.m.

Beginner’s How to Draw, for 
Adults, Thursdays at 3 p.m. 

Crocheting for Adults continues 
to meet on Friday at 10 a.m.

After School Activities offered 
nearly every day, including varied 
programs for middle and high-
school age kids and crafts for 
younger kids.

Book discussion of Prince Har-
ry’s memoir, “Spare,” has been re-
scheduled.  We will poll partici-
pants for a new date.  Please regis-
ter.

St. Francis Xavier Academy 
Scholarship Applications

The St. Francis Xavier Academy 

Alumnae Association is accepting 
scholarship applications from Jan. 
1, until July 31. Forms are available 
on their two Facebook pages, by 
mail at SXA. P.O. Box 20452, Crans-
ton, 02920, or contact a board mem-
ber.

Johnston Senior Center  
highlights

The Johnston Senior Center is 
better than ever. Offering more ex-
ercise programs and trips every 
week; Hi Lo Jack, Monday & 
Wednesday and Poker on Wednes-
day. Arts & Crafts, on Monday, Mar 
Jong on Thursday & Quilting on 
Wednesday, Tia Chi on Tuesday. 
The Senior Center also has a book 
Club the last Tuesday once a month. 
There is no charge for Senior Center 
activities. They offer Bingo on 
Thursday and Friday. Lunch is 
served daily at 12 p.m. (with a sug-
gested donation of $3).

A Social worker/Medicare 
Counselor is also provided 5 days a 
week. Contact Madeline Ravenelle 
at 944-3343. Feel free to come in for 
a tour of the facility at 1291 Hart-
ford Ave.

Soul of ‘71 Scholarship Fund
The Johnston High School Class 

of 1971 is raising donations for The 
Soul of ‘71 Scholarship Fund at the 
Rhode Island Foundation. A gener-
ous donor has offered a $4,000 chal-
lenge! The donor will match all 
gifts to the Fund up to a total of 
$4,000. The Class of 1971 initiated 
the fund on the occasion of its 50th 
reunion in 2021. Each year a schol-
arship will be awarded to a John-
ston High School Senior planning 
to attend a college, university, trade 
or technical school. Donations are 
tax according to your filing status.   
To donate, go to the following web-
site: www.rifoundation.org/
funds/soul-of-1971-scholarship-
fund.

Low Income Home  
Energy Assistance

More than 1 in 4 US households 
struggle with their home energy 
bills. The Low Income Home Ener-
gy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) 
can help keep the heat on. The Tri-
County LIHEAP Program helps to 
cover the cost of home heating bills 
for those that qualify.

Visit www.tricountyri.com for 
more information about the LI-
HEAP program, and other weath-
erization programs that can help to 
reduce your home energy bills. To 
submit an application for LIHEAP, 
or to see if you qualify, contact 
them at 401-519-1913. The Tri-
County LIHEAP program has loca-
tions in North Providence and 
North Kingstown.

Editor’s Note: Send submissions to 
Sun Rise Editor Rory Schuler at ro-
rys@rhodybeat.com or Front Desk Co-
ordinator Ida Zecco at idaz@rhodybeat.
com. Photos in jpg format are accepted 
and news can include community 
events, promotions, academic news and 
nonprofit events. Email today and see 
your news in our column in the John-
ston Sun Rise. Please include a day-
time telephone number in case we re-
quire any further information.

■ Word
(Continued from page 5)
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PAID TO POUR: Art teacher Mrs. Kimberly Marshall and 1st grade student partici-
pated in Brown Avenue Elementary School’s Pay to Pour event for Special Olympics 
of Rhode Island. Turn to Page 12 for more photos from the event.

By AMANDA SLOAN
Special to the Sun Rise

Brown Avenue is working toward becoming a Unified Champion 
School through a partnership with the Special Olympics of Rhode 
Island.

“In becoming a Unified Champion School, faculty and students 
are promoting social inclusion by bringing together students with 

and without intellectual disabilities through sports and other activities.” 
(SORI) 

This is a distinction very FEW elementary schools have!
The faculty and students are working hard to create a culture of inclusion: 

Where everyone feels loved, accepted, and valued! Where differences are 
celebrated! To accomplish this, we’ve created a Brown Ave Unified Student 
Leadership Team, a Partner-Buddy Program during recess and physical edu-
cation classes, as well as lessons that teach, encourage and celebrate every-
one's individual uniqueness.  

A handful of the fifth grade students use their recess time to partner with 
our life skills students to help encourage and work on basic sport skills. 
And, the students and staff worked on celebrating each other's uniqueness 
by highlighting everyone's strengths, interests, and character traits through 
a puzzle piece displayed on the school bulletin board. Students and Staff are 
learning the value of celebrating everyone's differences and by doing so, 
together, we make everyone stronger.

On March 29, Brown Ave held their own version of ``The Polar Plunge” 
called “Pay to Pour.”

Due to the age of the students we modified the Special Olympics event and 
created the “Pay to Pour” event. The students who donated to the fundraiser 
were given a cup of water to pour over faculty/staff volunteers of their 
choosing. 

We had six brave volunteers. Staff from the school included Ms. Amanda 
Sloan, Ms. Kimberly Marshall, Ms. Tiffany Lujan, Mr. Matt Mancuso and Ms. 
Theresa Rusillo. Other volunteers included Mr. Matt Velino and Mr. Lou 
Cotoia from Johnston Senior High School.

Students who donated $50 were able to also pour a large pitcher of water 
over a staff member's head.  The student who donated the largest amount of 
money to the fundraiser was able to pour a large bucket of ice water over a 
faculty/staff volunteer of their choosing. The entire event was emceed by a 
few of our fifth graders and they did an outstanding job!

We are so proud of our Brown Avenue Students and families. These kids 
are beyond generous, full of love, and want to raise awareness for Special 
Olympics RI and more importantly, want their school to be known for its 
inclusive culture. Through Brown Avenue’s Pay to Pour event, we have 
helped to not only raise awareness for Special Olympics RI but we also sur-
passed our goal of $1,000 … We, the Brown Avenue Family, have raised more 
than $2,500.

Editor’s Note: Amanda Sloan is a Johnston Public Schools Health and Physical 
Education Teacher. 

‘Individually Unique, 
Together Complete’

PAY TO POUR

DELIBERATELY DOUSED: PE/Health teacher Ms. Amanda Sloan has a cold cup 
of water poured on her head by a first grade student and his fifth grade buddy. 

RESPECT ALL: A fifth grade student holds a sign summing up the meaning of the event.

MASS DRENCHING: Fifth grade students pouring cups over four of the six brave volunteers. 
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4th Annual

CAMPS | CLASSES | HEALTH & FITNESS | EVENTS & MORE!

Thursday, April 21st 

11am-3pm

PRESENTED BY:

WARWICK MALL 
400 BALD HILL RD, WARWICK, RI

Entertainment & Music • Demonstrations  • Giveaways

FOR MORE INFO:
Donna Zarrella | 401-339-6148 
DonnaZ@RhodyBeat.com

Kristine Mangan-Olf | 401-269-8292 
Kristine@ProvidenceOnline.com

DEMO AT 1PM!

5th  Annual

B E A C O N C O M M U N I C A T I O N S

Presents

A Fun Filled Family Event featuring 
ENTERTAINMENT ~ DEMONSTRATIONS ~ GIVEAWAYS 

400 Bald Hill Rd., Warwick, RI

For more information 
Contact Donna Zarrella 

401.732.3100 
donnaz@rhodybeat.com 

THURSDAY, APRIL 13TH • 11AM – 3PM

Wayne Martin Puppets 
“MARTIN’S MAGIC 

MUSIC REVIEW” 
Shows at 12, 2 and 4 pm

Meet & Greet costumed character 
appearance by “BLUEY” presented by

 Judi T. Dance Studio / Party Line

Stop by the Project Undercover table, with your donations 
of new unopened packages 
of diapers, underwear and 
socks, to help RI children 
living in poverty. 

GOOD DAY: The Brown Avenue Koala Mrs. Kathy Kelly looks for some eucalyptus 
from the school’s second grade students in the audience. 

SPECIAL SOAK: Mr. Matt Mancuso gets soaked by a first grade student with her 
fifth grade buddy.

PAY TO POUR

ALL WET: School Resource Officer Lou Cotoia gets doused by a first grade student. 
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Brilliant Basement
Waterproofing, LLC
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CLUES ACROSS
 1.  Atomic mass unit
 4.  Criticize mightily
 7.  Sino-Soviet block (abbr.)
 10.  Stand in for
 11.  Everyone has one
 12.  Brew
 13.  Rectify
 15.  Popular Dodge truck model
 16.  Beef or chicken intestine
 19.  Satisfy
21.  Of a particular people or 

localized region
23.  Movements in quick tempos
24.  Able to pay one’s debts
25.  Fleshy bird beak covering
26.  Dueling sword
27.  Helps
30.  Court is in it
34.  Touch lightly
35.  Airborne (abbr.)
36.  Of one
41.  Baked good
45.  Jai __, sport
46.  About aviation
47.  Low oval mound

50. Rugged mountain ranges
54.  Compel to do something
55.  A way to carve
56.  Sao __, city in Brazil
57.  Mustachioed actor Elliott
59. American Idol runner-up Clay
60.  A way to soak
61.  Car mechanics group
62.  Born of
63.  Time zone
64.  Sea eagle
65.  Even’s opposite

CLUES DOWN
 1.  Sharp mountain ridge
 2.  Thin, fi brous cartilages
 3.  Provides new details
 4.  Muscular weaknesses
 5.  Ottoman military title
 6.  Banes
 7.  Horse-riding seats
 8.  Arms of a shirt
 9.  Narrow path along a road edge
13.  Viper
14.  Disfi gure
17.  Variety of Chinese language

18.  Portray in a show
20. Wrongful act
22.  No (slang)
27.  State of agitation
28.  __ Diego
29.  One point east of due south
31.  007’s creator
32.  The NBA’s Toppin
33.  Midway between north and 

northeast
37.  Examples
38.  __ Gould, actor
39.  The habitat of wild animals
40.  Artful subtlety
41.  Infi elders
42.  Keep under control
43.  Herb
44.  Distressed
47.  A way to go down
48.  Type of acid
49.  Take by force
51.  Collected fallen leaves
52.  Shout of welcome or farewell
53.  Monetary unit
58.  Swiss river

storage containers for rent
Stationary at our Johnston location 

or mobile at your location 
for a monthly rental fee. 

call for our 
pricing & incentive

programs
for long term use.401.837.0048 or 401.626-8737

yard debris, 
junk removal and more!
10, 15, 20 & 30 yard containers placed at your location

call for pricing and availability.

Very competitiVe rates, fast, reliable courteous serVice

401.626.8737 or 401.837.0048

Goulin StoraGe

Stop and Smell the Savings!

4.49% APR*

Auto Loan
rates as low as 90

days no
payments!
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Visit www.cranstonmecu.org
or call 401-463-3010 for
more information.

Visit www.cranstonmecu.org
or call 401-463-3010 for
more information.

By PETE FONTAINE

The soft sounds from pianist Joan Sherlock created a special atmosphere in 
the sitting room of The Bridge at Cherry Hill in Johnston.

As they entered the room, people were abuzz about the 24-foot-long ta-
ble, which featured a beautiful floral centerpiece and what some folks 
called “an awesome array of nuts, dairy, meats and gluten which were part 

of yet another special social success at The Bridge. The event was named: “Build A 
Charcuterie Board.”

People began sitting in comfortable chairs around the room.
“Our goal is to improve on every event we host,” offered Michael Mangasarian, the 

sales/community relations director at The Bridge.
The night was highlighted by Iain Wilson, a wine connoisseur, and his sister Ame-

lia Wilson, who together own Grape and Gourmet, a wine and cheese shop that’s 
also a full liquor store, selling wine and beer and located at the picturesque wharf in 
Jamestown. Grape and Gourmet presented the program.

Likewise, each seat featured a mini-board like plate and beautiful paint-by-num-
bers sheet, courtesy of Amelia Wilson, for guests to follow or change if they saw fit 
while building their own Charcuterie Board. The boards included everything from 
grapes to four specialty cheeses, thinly sliced salami, olives, nuts and more.

One of the most talked about offerings was a small, personalized jar of Dalmatia 
fig spread many guests put on their gluten free crackers, which were inside a small 
box at their seat.

In keeping with tradition, the event was also hosted by Maryann Grace, the long-
serving executive director at The Bridge, who welcomed guests and enjoyed tasty 
treats and sampled wines from all over the world that Iain Wilson hand-picked for 
the night.

“Michael, this was an incredible event,” said John Stefanik from Concord Home 
Care.

Ronald Mut of Beacon Hospice told Mangasarian: “The events here are always 
nice. This setting is beautiful.”

To which Iain Wilson, whose family opened shop in 2012, said: “We were so happy 
when Cherry Hill came to us with an idea to partner for tonight. The staff here, espe-
cially Michael Mangasarian, were so welcoming and supportive. We were so happy 
to have exposure for our brand and excited to show it the Johnston community.”

No one got bored, but 
everyone got a board 

‘BOARD’ GUESTS: Iain Wilson (left) and his sister Melissa Wilson (right), whose 
family owns Grapes and Gourmet in Jamestown, enjoy a lighter moment with John-
ston Sun Rise Sales Executives Chris Peabody and Natalie Payette during the re-
cent Charcuterie Board Building event in Johnston. (Sun Rise photos by Pete Fontaine)

WARM WELCOME: Maryann Grace, The Bridge at Cherry Hill’s Executive Director, 
welcomes Jen Burns from Anchor Bay Pocasset, John Stefanik of Concord Home 
Care and Ronald Mut of Beacon Hospice to the food-filled Charcuterie Board event 
she co-hosted for people in the elder care community.
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paid advertisement

LocaL business
Spotlight

1253 Hartford Ave.
Johnston, RI 02919

Now ENrolliNg
6 Weeks – 12 Years Old

Full & Part-time
Positions available ★Lowest $ In Town★

New
State-of-the-Art

Equipment —
Same Old Prices!

Jain’s Laundry
Plaza 44 • 39 Putnam Pike • Johnston • 231-7019

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8am-9pm; Sat. & Sun. 7am-8pm

WASH • DRY • FOLD
Drop Off Service
only 89¢ per lb.

Includes Softener, Bleach, Soap & Hangers
Same Day Service

Be part of the 
Spotlight on BuSineSS 
and get the word out 
with your ad, a feature 
story and photo...

Get the 
Word Out  

About Your 
Business!

10-week commitment
Story & photo printed once during 10-week run andfeatured on our website

Call today for details

401-732-3100

All 
for
just 

$44/week!

The Household HeroT
Bug and Pest 

Control 
Division

401-999-2715
thehouseholdhero999.com

All NaturalAll Natural

Also Offering 
Soft Washing

Chef Walters 
Innovative Food 

Tourism

...don’t get too busy making a living
that you forget to make a life

feedback@chefwalter.com
401.273.2652
Tours Calendar
www.flavorsandknowlegetours.com

Flavors & Knowledge Tours with Chef Walter
Culinary tourism taken to the next level

By Jennifer Coates

Travel. For some, the pure 
love of travel courses through 
their veins like lifeblood. Now 
that the world has literally 
opened up again, the desire 
to travel has exploded ~ and 
taken some new and exciting 
directions. Just ask Rhode 
Island’s very own “celebrity 
chef”, Chef Walter Potenza.

Many may recognize 
Chef Walter from his many 
appearances on Channel 
6’s weekend cooking 
segments. Others may know 
him from his culinary school, 
aptly named Chef Walter’s 
Cooking School ~ one here 
in Rhode Island, another 
in Dubai (yes, you heard it, 
Dubai!). Some may even 
know him from his years as 
a restauranteur. Chef Walter 
is a busy man, and his life got 
a whole lot busier when he 
took his passion for travel, 
for cuisine, for teaching and 
for exploring the world to a 
whole new level.

Today, as he has done since 
1996, Chef Walter leads 

Culinary Tours throughout 
Italy. Combining his love of 
his homeland (he is a native 
of Abruzzo, Italy) with his 
true calling as a Master Chef 
who specializes in Italian and 
Jewish cooking and who has 
a lifelong commitment to the 
sustainability of the planet, he 
takes his guests on sensory 
journeys through this famous 
country. Chef Walter calls 
these private tours ~ led by 
an authentic Italian chef ~ 
“Flavors & Knowledge Tours 
with Chef Walter.” And this is 
exactly what they are.

Wine tastings throughout 
Italy. Cheese tastings 
throughout Italy. Dessert 
tastings throughout Italy. It 
is a culinary dream which 
cannot be duplicated or 
imitated. It is the best of the 
best, by the best of the best.

If you think Chef Walter’s 
culinary tours are ordinary, 
you haven’t met Chef Walter. 
He is knowledgeable, 
thorough, talented, 
dedicated and an excellent 
host. He has also done his 
due-diligence with “pre-

tours”; these are tours that 
he takes before the actual 
paid tours of his travelers.

Walter scours the 
countryside, looking for the 
best vineyards, the best 
cucinas, the best chefs, 
the best accommodations, 
the most environmentally-
conscientious forms of 
transportation. His years of 
travel have introduced him 
to people around the regions 
of Sicily, Palermo, Tuscany 
(and more) with whom he 
has developed enduring 
relationships. They work 
closely with him to create the 
most authentic, experience-
based, hands-on tour 
possible. Travelers get to go 
“behind the scenes” to see 
and taste and feel the most 
unforgettable gastronomic 
experiences of a lifetime.

These culinary tours are 
held twice a year ~ best to 
book at least six months in 
advance as the tours are 
intentionally kept small and 
intimate. They run in the 
spring & fall. The tours are 
seven days/eight nights. 
The cost includes everything 
but your flights and any 
incidentals. They involve lots 
of eating and only moderate 
walking.

Come “Admire & Taste Italy 
through the Eyes & Palate of 
a Chef.”

To schedule your tour, 
contact Master Chef Walter 
Potenza at 401-273-2652 or 
at www.ChefWalter.com.

Meet Chef Walter Potenza, local chef and host of “flavors & Knowledge tours” of italy, 
and beyond! immerse yourself in the tastes, sights, smells and magic of italy through the 
eyes of this talented and world-travelled chef. Call 401-273-2652 to book your tour today!
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JOHNSTON, RI

Family Owned and Operated Since 1995
• Residential Fence • Temporary Fence
• Guardrail  • Handrails
• All Commercial  • Gates
 Applications

SPECIAL SAVINGS 
ON ALL RESIDENTIAL PROJECTS

10% Off All Installations
May 1 thru July 1

15% Off For Veterans And Seniors

Contact us to set up an appointment for a 
FREE ESTIMATE

401.729.0011
email: estimating@unionfenceri.com

Libraries, 
organizations 
respond to 
efforts to 
censor books

BOOK BAN
“Falsely claiming that these materials are 

subversive, immoral, or worse, these groups induce 
elected and non-elected officials to abandon 
Constitutional principles, ignore the rule of law, 
and disregard individual rights in order to promote 
government censorship of library collections

— Rhode Island Library Association

�  BOOKS - PAGE 16

By G. WAYNE MILLER

The rising book censorship movement has reached Rhode Island, although 
so far it lacks the intensity seen in many regions of America. Still, librar-
ies and organizations around the state are 
responding with a range of efforts to pro-
tect access to controversial titles and book 
events such as story hours -- and to shield 
librarians from lawsuits.

These are among the fi ndings of an 
Ocean State Stories investigation conduct-
ed this March. 

 “We’ve seen an uptick in attempts to 
disrupt drag story hours and events like 
that happening at various libraries around 
the state,” Beatrice R. Pulliam, Vice Presi-
dent of the Rhode Island Library Associa-
tion and Interim Co-executive Director of 
the Providence Public Library, said in an 
interview.

• “There are lots of different reasons 
why people ban books but more and more 
it’s been much more pervasive in really building an agenda or a space of 
saying ‘this is the narrative that we want in our library, we don’t want to 
hear anyone else’s perspective,’” said Rachael Juskuv, Rhode Island Library 
Association president.

Beatrice Pulliam 
(Submitted photo)
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ANIMAL   TALK
By Karen Kalunian

Local�Adoptable�Loveable

If you have been thinking 
of adopting or know of 

an animal in need, please 
contact Karen directly at 

animaltalk1920@gmail.comanimaltalk1920@gmail.com

Who’s the best boy? Well Timmy is the answer!! 
He is so smart and aims to please! He knows 
all of his basic commands and then some, he 
will even wait patiently for his treat! Timmy has a 
gorgeous brindle coat with golden eyes and the 
biggest smile! He is only two years old and has 
his whole life ahead of him, he really wants to be 
part of a loving family! Go meet Timmy for your-
self and see what a superstar he really is! He 
even has some of the agility stuff mastered! Call 
the Cranston Animal Shelter, RI at 401-464-
8700 and go fall in love! You can also contact 
Shelter to Sofa at sheltertosofari@gmail.com for 
more information. 

Who’s the best boy? Well Timmy is the answer!! 

Timmy
Photo credit: Karen Kalunian

• One Rhode Island book-banning 
effort that generated widespread 
publicity involved Westerly, where 
resident Robert J. Chiaradio Jr. led 
a campaign to have “Gender Queer: 
A Memoir” removed from the high 
school library. Chiaradio and others 
maintained that the graphic book, 
by Maia Kobabe, who recounts an 
exploration into gender identity, 
was pornographic. “Gender Queer” 
is one of the most-banned books to-
day in America.

According to The Westerly Sun in 
an article posted on May 15, 2021, 
Chiaradio created a private Face-
book group, Westerly Residents 
Against Indoctrination, which has 
a membership of more than 1,100 
and states that “we fight against the 
racialization, via aspects of Critical 
Race Theory, and radicalization, of 
our schools, as well as the normal-
ization and obsession with pedo-
philia, pornography, and gender 
issues in our classrooms and school 
libraries. We march on every day to 
protect these kids, our many good 
teachers, and our great country. 
Please make your voices heard!”

The Westerly effort was support-
ed by the Rev. Giacomo Capoverdi, 
pastor of Immaculate Conception 
Church in Westerly, and other cler-
gy members who wrote a letter last 
fall to The Sun that stated: “While 
there may be other books in the 
Westerly High School library that 
we are unaware of, we know that 
there are two such books that are 
currently available: ‘Gender Queer’ 
and ‘Fun Home.’ ” 

“Fun Home: A Family Tragicom-
ic,” by Alison Bechdel, has also been 
banned elsewhere in the U.S.

“While the overall intention of 
the authors may not have been to 
peddle pornography,” the letter by 
Capoverdi and others continued, 
“the truth is that these texts contain 
both pornographic images and de-
scriptions that should not be acces-
sible to adolescents in the library of 
a public high school…

“We are not opposed to these ma-
terials because they are supported 
by groups whose beliefs run con-
trary to ours. We are opposed to 
any and all explicitly sexual, por-
nographic materials where children 
have access to them in public school 
libraries.”

• “Gender Queer” chronicles the 
author’s journey of discovery of sex-
uality and gender discovery from 
childhood to adulthood that ends 
with Kobabe identifying as gender 
nonbinary. The book includes a 
few sexually explicit images. “Fun 
Home,” an exploration of gender 
identity and dysfunctional family 
life by cartoonist Bechdel, a lesbian, 
contains images of partial nudity. It 
was a national bestseller and was fi-
nalist for the National Book Critics 
Circle Award in memoir.

“Gender Queer” and “Fun Home” 
remain in the high school’s collec-
tion. But a related banning effort 
last year in Pawtucket succeeded 
when a parent of a freshman at the 
public Jacqueline M. Walsh School 
for the Performing and Visual Arts 
objected to a planned performance 
of “Fun Home.” Faced with the ob-
jection, the performance was can-
celed. 

Although the specific objections 
have varied over time, with the cur-
rent wave associated with the rise in 
attacks on the rights of LGBTQ+ in-
dividuals, book banning has a long 
history in America. Among the clas-
sics that have been banned over the 
decades, according to the American 
Library Association (ALA) and oth-
er sources:

• “To Kill a Mockingbird,” by 
Harper Lee;

• “1984,” by George Orwell;
• “The Color Purple,” by Alice 

Walker;
• “The Great Gatsby,” by F. Scott 

Fitzgerald;

• “Of Mice and Men,” by John 
Steinbeck;

• “Lord of the Flies,” by William 
Golding;

• “I Know Why the Caged Bird 
Sings,” by Maya Angelou;

• “One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s 
Nest,” by Ken Kesey;

• The “Harry Potter” series, by 
J.K. Rowling;

• “The Adventures of Huckleber-
ry Finn,” by Mark Twain;

“The American Library Asso-
ciation condemns censorship and 
works to ensure free access to in-
formation,” the ALA declares on 
its website. “Every year, the Office 
for Intellectual Freedom (OIF) com-
piles a list of the Top 10 Most Chal-
lenged Books in order to inform the 
public about censorship in libraries 
and schools. The lists are based on 
information from media stories and 
voluntary reports sent to OIF from 
communities across the U.S.”

But the ALA adds, “the Top 10 
lists are only a snapshot of book 
challenges. Surveys indicate that 
82% to 97% of book challenges – 
documented requests to remove 
materials from schools or libraries 
– remain unreported and receive no 
media.”

See the American Library Asso-
ciation’s annual ranking of the Top 
Ten banned books, year-by-year 
from 2000 to today: 

Steven Brown, Executive Di-
rector of ACLU of Rhode Island, 
is among those who have taken a 
strong stand against this form of 
censorship.

“The wave of book banning that 
is sweeping the country, while far 
from unprecedented, is deeply 
troubling,” Brown declared. “A 
healthy democratic society requires 
a respect for freedom of speech and 
thought and the opportunity for all 
points of views to be heard.

“The focus of current censorship 
attempts -- aimed largely at books 
that deal with, and speak to, mar-
ginalized and vulnerable groups 
-- undermines core civil liberties 
values and especially needs to be 

condemned in the strongest pos-
sible terms.”

Brown noted an intrinsic irony in 
the activities of book banners, tell-
ing Ocean State Stories: “The only 
consolation from these disturbing 
attacks on the freedom to read is 
their likely counterproductive im-
pact: generating a heightened in-
terest among people in reading the 
‘forbidden’ books. Mark Twain’s 
response to the banning of ‘Huckle-
berry Finn’ from a Concord, Massa-
chusetts, library and the consequent 
publicity surrounding it remains 
the best retort to these assaults on 
the First Amendment: ‘That will sell 
25,000 copies for us, sure.’”

The ACLU of Rhode Island partic-
ipates in the annual Banned Books 
Week, sponsored by the ALA, the 
American Society of Journalists and 
Authors, Amnesty International 
USA, the Association of University 
Presses, PEN America, the Authors 
Guild and other prominent organi-
zations. Banned Books Week, which 
receives support from HarperCol-
lins Publishers and Penguin Ran-
dom House, will be Oct. 1 to Oct. 7 
this year.

“Why does the ACLU defend the 
freedom to read?” says the ACLU 
of Rhode Island on its website. Be-
cause “the ACLU is dedicated to 
free speech and free expression. 
When a small group of individuals 
tries to keep the rest of society from 
reading a book, viewing a painting, 
or voicing their opinions, they un-
dermine the freedoms guaranteed 
by the Bill of Rights.”

The Rhode Island Center for the 
Book, which declares its mission 
to be celebrating “the art and heri-
tage of reading, writing, making, 
and sharing books,” has joined the 
cause.

“We believe that every Rhode Is-
lander should have access to a di-
verse array of reading selections and 
that the voices of the few should not 
limit the choices of the many,” the 
center said in a statement that direc-
tor Kate Lentz provided to Ocean 
State Stories. 

“Public schools and libraries in 
our state have existing systems in 
place to handle concerns about an 
individual student’s reading choic-
es. When pro-censorship individu-
als and organizations seek to over-
whelm these systems and pressure 
educators and administrators to 
pull long lists of books from their 
shelves, the result is soft censor-
ship and an erosion of freedom for 
Rhode Islanders.”

The center, she said, “is pleased to 
partner with the American Library 
Association in support of Unite 
Against Book Bans, a national grass-
roots campaign to engage the public 
in the fight against censorship. This 
non-partisan campaign leverages 
the reach of national organizations 
representing librarians; educators; 

JOINING THE CAUSE: Kate Lentz, left, director of the Rhode Island 
Center for the Book as pictured with Jordan Seaberry and Angie Thomas. 
The organization has joined in efforts to prevent censor books. (Photo 
courtesy of The Rhode Island Center for the Book)

■ Books
(Continued from page 15)

Steven Brown
Executive Director

ACLU of Rhode Island
(Submitted photo)

■      Books - pAge 17
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parents; authors, publishers; distributors; champions 
for civil liberties, civil rights, and equality; and more. 
When we unite, we are stronger.”

An initiative of the ALA, Unite Against Book Bans 
cites statistics that it asserts demonstrate that “on both 
sides of the aisle, large majorities of voters and parents 
oppose book bans,” with 71% of voters opposing “ef-
forts to remove books from public libraries” and 67% of 
voters opposing “efforts to remove books from school 
libraries.”

Speaking with Ocean State Stories, Aaron J. Coutu, 
director of the Warwick Public Library, described the 
mechanism in place at his system regarding books that 
someone might question. It is similar to the protocol at 
other libraries around the state.

“Every library has a collection management or col-
lection development policy that helps set up categories 
and details about how we make selections of materi-
als,” Coutu said. “The hope is to make sure we have 
well-developed collections that reflect everyone in our 
communities – both what they would like to do for 
entertainment and materials they might need to learn 
about different subjects for school or just for personal 
self-interest.

“That policy also provides us with opportunities to 
continue to evaluate the material in the collection in 
order to let us know when a book should be removed 
if it’s too old or if it’s out of date, or also if there are 
some things that might have been purchased that may 
not reflect what we thought they were at the time of 
purchase.”

Library patrons with concerns, according to Coutu, 
are invited to communicate directly with a librarian.

“Usually that includes a staff member speaking with 
them, going over what they thought the book or the 
DVD might have as a difficult circumstance -- basically 
doing what you would want to do in any circumstance 
of good customer service, hear their problems and try 
to address them as much as possible.”

On all but one occasion, Coutu said, patrons have 
been satisfied. 

The one unsatisfied person, he said, took the next step 
available to all: filling out a form that is then brought to 
the library’s review committee where “we can weigh 
both their views and opinions along with what we 
know about the item from reviews, from award lists, 
and kind of create a balance. Not every book is a good 
fit for every person, but that doesn’t mean that there 
isn’t a person for each particular item in the collection.”

The one occasion, according to Coutu, was an objec-
tion to the eBook “My Body Is Growing: A Guide for 
Children, Ages 4 to 8,” by Dagmar Geisler. That objec-
tion has been referred to Ocean State Libraries, the or-
ganization serving more than 50 library systems in the 
state. OSL provides a statewide catalog and research 
tools, among other features, and offers digital down-
loads.

An OSL committee decided to remove the book, 
though not because it was deemed obscene, according 
to Coutu. Rather, he said, it was deemed to have been 
translated poorly into English, was considered out of 
date, and had no professional reviews, “which violated 
the collection development policy.”

A bill to shield librarians against allegedly “por-
nographic” lawsuits, H 6066, was introduced into the 
General Assembly on March 3. It is sponsored by state 
Reps. David Morales, D-Providence; Enrique Sanchez, 
D-Providence; Brandon Potter, D-Cranston; Joshua J. 
Giraldo, D-Central Falls; and Leonela Felix, D-Paw-
tucket.

The bill would amend a law that allows criminal 
prosecution of individuals involved in “obscene and 
objectionable publications and shows” judged to be 
obscene and lacking “serious literary, artistic, politi-
cal and scientific value.” The amendment would add 
“educational” and “governmental” to that list, provid-
ing school and public libraries and their employees an 
“affirmative defense” against lawsuits that would, in 
essence, render such lawsuits baseless.

“Libraries and educational institutions carry out the 

essential purpose of making available to all citizens, a 
current, balanced collection of books, reference materi-
als, periodicals, sound recordings and audiovisual ma-
terials that reflect the cultural diversity and pluralistic 
nature of American society,” the bill states. 

“It is in the interest of the state to protect the finan-
cial resources of libraries and educational institutions 
from being expended in litigation and to permit these 
resources to be used to the greatest extent possible for 
fulfilling the essential purpose of libraries and educa-
tional  institutions.

“In any prosecution arising under this section, it is 
an affirmative defense that the defendant was a bona 
fide school, museum, or public library, or was a person 
acting in the course of employment as an employee or 
official of such organization.”

Coutu and a representative of the ACLU of Rhode 
Island were among those who testified in favor of the 
bill last Thursday during a House Judiciary Committee 
hearing. Opponents of H 6066 also testified, including a 
man who in a written statement declared that “not only 
should this bill be rejected, but the five people who pro-
posed/sponsored it should be censured for supporting 
the destruction of our youth.”

The Rhode Island Library Association’s Intellectual 
Freedom website page has a form for anyone who has 
experienced censorship to report the incident to RILA 
for investigation. The page also outlines the associa-
tion’s policy on attempts to ban books and other library 
materials.

In recent months, the seven-paragraph policy begins, 
the association “has observed a few individuals and or-
ganizations advancing the proposition that the voices 
of the marginalized have no place on library shelves. 
They have launched campaigns demanding the censor-
ship of books, resources, and instruction that provide 
information and depict the authentic experiences of 
marginalized individuals. 

“Falsely claiming that these materials are subversive, 
immoral, or worse, these groups induce elected and 
non-elected officials to abandon Constitutional prin-
ciples, ignore the rule of law, and disregard individual 
rights in order to promote government censorship of 
library collections.

“RILA is committed to upholding our core values, 
which include equitable access to knowledge, social 
justice, and intellectual freedom. We stand firm in op-
posing any effort to censor materials, suppress knowl-
edge, label views as “controversial,” or dictate what is 
orthodox in history, politics, or belief. The unfettered 
exchange of ideas is essential to the preservation of a 
free and democratic society.”

In their interview with Ocean State Stories, RILA 
executives Juskuv and Pulliam brought the issue into 

sharp focus.
Juskuv said: “Freedom of information and the ability 

to obtain information is something libraries hold very 
dear: That anyone can find what they’re looking for. 
The different perspectives that the world has is a really 
essential part of why libraries exist, and people can al-
ways trust that a library will have as many perspectives 
as the world holds itself.”

Said Pulliam: “We’re trying to be not just reactive but 
really a source for assistance and support, formulating 
responses and also of being able to direct specific ques-
tions to either someone at ALA or someone within the 
region. So we are really trying to take a proactive stance 
for some of these challenges that are coming because it 
just seems like this is, sadly, the new normal.”

Editor’s note: Miller was a member of the Jesse M. Smith 
Memorial Library Board of Trustees from 1995 to 2009, serv-
ing as chairman from 1997 to 2009. The Smith public library 
serves Burrillville, R.I. Miller has been a trustee emeritus 
since 2009.

4.50% 
APY

Soaring Savings

Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is effec�ve as of 03/20/2023 and subject to change 
therea�er. $60,000 minimum daily balance is required during each monthly cycle 
period to earn interest.  Other fees and/or charges may apply and could reduce 
earnings.

2381 Post Rd
Warwick, RI 

02886

3803 Post Rd
Warwick, RI 

02886

187 Wickenden St
Providence, RI 

02903

 NEW LOCATIONS!

Let Kamco take care of your 
clutter or unwanted items

Call for a quote

www.kamcojunkremoval.com

Are you in need 
of Junk removal?

INSIDE OR OUTSIDE

(401) 442-2562

Also offering demolition prep work for 
kitchen & bathroom remodeling and home improvement

KAMCO 
JUNK REMOVAL

Paving
Seal Coating
Line Striping

Asphalt Repair
Residential & Commercial

401-640-6799
actionasphaltservice@gmail.com
www.actionasphaltservices.com

A Full In-House Design Installation & Service Company
RI Reg. #1561

All our technicians are drug tested, must pass a thorough motor vehicle check & are fully bonded

Mutual HVAC 
Service & Installation

Want Comfort?

The Feeling is “Mutual!”

Call 401-351-3900

HEATING  SPECIALISTS!
• Heating • Heat Pumps • Roof Top Systems

Generator Installations • Complete Electrical Services

• Service Contracts Available •
We Provide Complete Air Conditioning, Gas Heating and Heat Pump

RESIDENTIAL Service & Installation COMMERCIAL
Keeping you comfortable since 1934!

WE
CONVERTOIL TO

GAS
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IGGYSRI.COM

885 OAKLAND BEACH AVE
WARWICK, RI 

book online at OpenTable 
or call 401-737-2895

Sports

By PETE FONTAINE

It’s not Augusta National, but the Johnston Memorial 
Cancer Events 16th Annual Golf Tournament has a 
similar slogan as the famed Masters: “It’s a tradition 
unlike any other.”

Long before a field of 160 golfers tee off at Connecti-
cut National Golf Club in Putnam, Ct. the fun-and-fan-
tastic, food-filled memorial event sold out much sooner 
than perhaps any of the previous 15 tournaments.

First and foremost, the outing is, as long-time com-
mittee member Judi Graham declared quite a few years 
ago: “Trying to Cure Kids Cancer One Swing at a Time!”

To which Vin LaFazia, who is the JMCE Memorial 
Golf Tournament Chairman, said earlier last week: “We 
are SOLD OUT again this year! We are so fortunate to 
have so many people come out in support the Hasbro 
Kids.”

Annual JMCE golf 
outing sells out

Panthers jump out to 2-1 start

JMCE - PAGE 19■

FAMILIAR FACES: Like 
most of the 40-foursomes 
who teed it up in the 15th 
annual JMCE Memorial 
Golf Tournament, David 
Civetti, John Mello, and 
John Simao  have played 
in the past 10 tourna-
ments. (Sun Rise photos 
by Pete Fontaine)

The Johnston girls soft-
ball team has jumped out 
to a 2-1 start this spring 
season with hopes of re-
turning to the Division II 
playoffs.

The Panthers got a 1-0 
shutout win over Mid-
dletown in the season 
opener. Pitcher Haley 
Boudreau was electric in 
the circle, racking up 15 
strikeouts and allowing 
only two hits in the sev-
en-inning complete game 
gem. Boudreau also led 
the Panthers at the plate, 
getting the team’s lone 
hit as Stephanie Bruno 
scored Johnston’s run.

Johnston fell short in 
the second game in a 5-2 
loss to East Greenwich. 
Boudreau continued to 
roll at the plate, going 
2-for-3 and knocking in a 
pair of runs. She also 
pitched five innings, re-
cording five strikeouts.

The Panthers would re-
bound to top North Prov-
idence 4-1 on Tuesday 
morning to improve to 
2-1. Boudreau would 
earn the win in the circle 
for Johnston.  

Next up for the Pan-
thers is Westerly on Mon-
day afternoon. Johnston 
will then stay on the road 
to face Narragansett. 

For more photos of the 
action, check out page 21.

NICE START: Johnston shortstop Arianna Velasquez makes a play last week. (Photos by Alex Sponseller)
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Business Card
DIRECTORY

This Week’s
Featured Business...

Advertise in the Johnston SunRise’s
Business Card
DIRECTORY

for only
$18 per week 

(12 week commitment)

Add the Warwick Beacon or Cranston Herald
for an additional $9 per week.

Call 732-3100

Raymond Pezzullo 
Law Offi ces

FAMILY  LAW
LANDLORD/TENANT  LAW

WILLS 
DEBT COLLECTION

401-275-0669
1200 Hartford Avenue • Suite 117

Johnston, RI
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

401-736-0600

■ JMCE
(Continued from page 18)

Golfers who have played in the well-or-
ganized event, which will again feature a 
smorgasbord of food, will readily attest: 
“The donations over the last 16 years 
have totaled over $300,000 to the Oncol-
ogy and Hematology Units at Hasbro 
Children’s Hospital in Providence.”

Although the playing field is sold out, 
anyone who’d like to help the JMCE set 
another record to help children who are 
battling cancer at Hasbro Hospital, LaFa-
zia and the close-knit group of friends 
who founded their extraordinary non-
profit many moons ago by way of Camp-
fires for Cancer, announced: “We are still 
looking for memorial and tee sign spon-
sors and raffle prizes.”

The tee signs have become highly pop-
ular through the years, are priced at only 
$50 per sign. Also, tee business signs 
which have also increased in sales, are 
priced at $100.

Moreover, because all profits are do-
nated annually to Hasbro Children’s 
Hospital, major sponsors are also avail-
able for $500 and are prominently dis-
played all over Connecticut National 
Club beginning near the spacious club-
house putting green and all over the 
well-maintained and picturesque 18-hole 
layout.

“We are extremely dedicated to mak-
ing this a very while event for everyone, 
especially the Hasbro kids,” was the 
word at a recent meeting. “We thank 
EVERYONE for their ongoing support as 
we remember our dear friends who have 
succumbed to battles with cancer.”

Which is why as the invitation ex-
plains: “In loving memory of Sal Gel-
somino, Anna Mazzulla, Laura DeAnge-
lis, Raymond Johnson, John Furia and 
Frances Grasso,” whose families contin-
ue to play major roles in the tourney suc-
cess.

So, golfers will tee it up on Saturday, 
May 6 at noon and enjoy the exceptional 
food that also sets the JMCE event apart 
from all others.

For example, there will be sausage and 
pepper sandwiches, saugy’s, grilled 
chicken sandwiches, Ruth Furia’s famed 
chowder, Phyllis Gelsomino’s truly Ital-
ian Pasta Fagioli, clam cakes, pizza chips, 
wieners on the fly and drinks.

Anyone who’d like to become a spon-
sor and help the JMCE battle cancer that 
strikes children, should call Linda LaFa-
zia at (401) 233-2564 (fazigilly54@gmail.
com) or Judi Graham at (401) 497-2954 or 
(judi@gahambuilders.com).

Donations may also be sent to Linda 
LaFazia, 75 Orchard Meadows Drive, 
Smithfield RI 02917. The JMCE is 501 (c)
(3) Organization. The Federal IZD Num-
ber is 84-2749622.

BY ED KDONIAN

Aavah Wild (12), of  Pawtucket, and Avery Bouvier(11), 
of Warwick, have been invited to the Major League 
Baseball(MLB) Trailblazer series for a four-day tourna-
ment and training camp for young girls from April 13 to 16 
at the Jackie Robinson Training Complex in Vero Beach, 
Florida.

The training camp, which first began in 2017, was 
launched by USA Baseball and MLB in honor of Jackie 
Robinson day, a nod to “baseball’s quintessential trail-
blazer.”

According to their website, “the objective of the event is 
to provide playing, development and educational oppor-
tunities to girls who play baseball.”

Bouvier, who is 11 years old and plays for the Babe Ruth 
Baseball League in Warwick and Rhode Island Hope Girls 
Baseball, has been playing the game since she was just four 
years old. Wild has been playing baseball for six years and 
met Bouvier during their time together on the Pawtucket 
Slaterettes travel team. 

“She started screeching,” Aavah’s mother, Heather 
Wild, said with a smile. “I told her that I wrote her an essay, 
but that I didn’t think it was that compelling. She was like 
‘really?.’ Didn’t think anything was gonna come of it, but 

then they called us and she was invited.” 
Bouvier’s mother pointed out that she hadn’t even told 

Avery that she had submitted her name for entry into the 
tournament. 

“I don’t even think I told her when I did it,” Avery’s 
mother, Sarah Bouvier, said. “I just didn’t want it to be a 
disappointment if she didn’t get picked.”

Wild said that as far as she knows about 350 girls ap-
plied to attend the camp with less than a third being cho-

sen for the honor. Both players said they were thrilled with 
the idea of attending the camp, and that was clear in the 
broad grins that couldn’t be wiped from their faces as they 
talked about the event. The 96 girls Wild said would be 
attending the tournament will be staying in the Jackie 
Robinson Complex, all expenses paid, for the entire week. 

“Well for them it’s all expenses paid,” Wild’s mother 
explained. “The parents have to pay for our own rooms, 
and it’s spring break week so you know the prices were 
steep. They are paying for the girl’s rooms, flights and 
even food the entire time. We’re just out there with them 
for moral support.”

During their time at the MLB Trailblazer event the girls 
will have the chance to train on the field with professional 
instruction, attend a panel discussion with members of the 
All American Girls Professional Baseball League, play 
against each other in tournament games and even meet 
Sonya Pankey, Jackie Robinson’s first grandchild and the 
Vice President of Human Relations and Talent for West 
Elm, a chain retailer of furniture and home accessories. 

While attendees to this year’s Trailblazer Series have al-
ready been chosen, for the young girls interested in attend-
ing next year’s event details about the camp and how to 
apply can be found on their website at mlb.com/trailblaz-
er-series. 

Young athletes invited to MLB training camp

FLORIDA BOUND: Aavah Wild and Avery Bouvier.

LADIES LINK: Laure Young, Valerie Money and Cathy Massemino were among the 
many players who were dressed for cold weather garb to play in last year’s 15th 
annual JMCE Memorial Golf Tournament at Connecticut National Golf Club in Put-
nam, Ct.
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By CAPT. DAVE MONTI

Black sea bass are fun to 
catch and great to eat. The 
Rhode Island state record for 
black sea bass is 26 inches, 
about 8 pounds, 7.25 ounces.  

The minimum size for black 
sea bass will likely be 16.5 
inches in RI if the RI Marine 
Fisheries Council recommen-
dation is approved this month 
by Terrance Gray, Director of 
the Department of Environ-
mental Management (DEM). 
The season at two fish/per-
son/day for private anglers 
would run from May 22 
through Aug. 26 and increase 
to three fish/person/day 
Aug. 27 through Dec. 31. The 
party/charter sector will like-
ly have a 16 inch minimum 
size with a season that starts 
later, June 18 to Aug. 31 with 
two fish/person/day and 
from Sept. 1 to Dec. 31 a six 
fish/person/day limit. 

How and where to 
catch black sea bass

Rigs often used to catch 
black sea bass have one or 
two hooks that are approxi-
mately 12-16 inches apart 
with a bank sinker to hold 
bottom. Squid or sea clams 
are most often used as bait. 
Anglers often catch them 
while fishing for summer 
flounder (fluke) or tautog be-
cause they are often on or 
close to the bottom. They can 
also be caught with jigs, and 
many prefer this method.  

Any underwater struc-
ture… ledges, rocks, wrecks, 
piers and jetties will attract 
black sea bass. The larger 
males are generally found in 
deeper water.

Captain Mel Ture of Fishnet 
Charters is a black sea bass 
expert that prefers to fish with 
jigs in spring on the Cape.

“Finding schools of black 
sea bass is not difficult. Drift 
around the entrance to the 
Cape Cod Canal, Bird Island 
and Cleveland Ledge. I usu-
ally opt to avoid the crowd 
and find my own fish, looking 
for spots with similar depths 
and bottom structure. A broad 
generalization would be 25-40 
feet of water with a rocky bot-
tom,” said Capt. True in a RI 
Saltwater Anglers Magazine 
article last year.

“I use conventional reels 
loaded with 60 pound test 
braided line on six foot cus-
tom rods rated for 20-40 
pound test line. Terminal 
tackle generally includes 
three feet of 50 pound test 
fluorocarbon leader attached 
to a 3.5 ounce vertical jig 
that’s rigged with assist 
hooks. Above that, using a 
dropper loop, there will be a 
soft plastic squid imitation 
with a 7/0 hook. The tech-
nique is simple: Send the rig 
to the bottom and jig it one to 
two feet up and down as the 
boat drifts. The assist hooks 
ride above the part of the jig 
that strikes bottom, and that 
helps to avoid snagging rocks 
or other debris,” said Capt. 
True.

Council votes to take more 
Atlantic menhaden

The Rhode Island Marine 
Fisheries Council voted Mon-
day, April 3 to recommend 
circumventing the Narragan-
sett Bay Atlantic Menhaden 
Management Area (MMA) 
program to harvest more fish 
disregarding a Marine Fisher-
ies Division staff recommen-

dation for more study. 
In a 4 to 3 vote, the Council 

voted to recommend allowing 
commercial fishermen to har-
vest 50,000 pounds of Atlantic 
menhaden/vessel/week even 
though the Bay may be closed 
to fishing because the bio-
mass falls below Menhaden 
Management Area program 
threshold levels. When the 
Bay is open under the MMA 
program 120,000 pounds/ves-
sel/day are allowed to be har-
vested.  

The MMA model program 
uses eco-system based man-
agement approaches to en-
sure there are enough Atlantic 
menhaden left in the water to 
serve as food for stiped bass, 
bluefish, tuna, dolphin, 
whales, osprey and other ani-
mals.

Greg Vespe, executive di-
rector of the RI Saltwater An-
glers Association, said, “The 
Menhaden Management Area 
in Narragansett Bay has 
worked well for years. So 
why circumvent the program. 
When the biomass reaches 2 
million pounds the Bay opens 
to commercial fishing and 
when it drops below the 
threshold of 1.5 million 
pounds the Bay is shut down.”  

The program uses aerial 
surveys to estimate the bio 
bass of Atlantic menhaden in 
the Bay on a weekly, and 
sometimes daily basis.

Terrance Gray, DEM Direc-
tor, makes the final ruling on 
regulations. Visit www.dem.
ri.gov for regulations. 

Kids Fly Fishing Day
The Division of Fish and 

Wildlife with Trout Unlimit-
ed, United Fly Tyers of Rhode 
Island, Rhody Fly Rodders, 
and other volunteer organiza-
tions will host their annual 
Kids Fly Fishing Day at Ad-
dieville East Farm, Mapplev-
ille, RI on Saturday, April 15, 
2023, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
This event is open for chil-
dren ages 10 and up and will 
teach them how to properly 
tie their own flies and knots 
and cast a fly rod. Partici-
pants will then have an op-
portunity to fish the stocked 
pond.

The program is free, lunch 
is provided, and children 
must be accompanied by an 
adult. Register at https://
docs.google.com/forms/d/e
/1FAIpQLSeFCLlSpb7mFSp-
drxXFrL7oUGmGzg3DlQJ-
p D j P J A f e C I K U 1 Q /
viewform?usp=sf_link.

Fly fishing the cinder worm 
hatch, still some openings
The annual U.S. Fish & 

Wildlife Service/DEM free 
Cinder Worm Fly Tying class-
es is Tuesday, May 2 and May 
9, 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at the 
Kettle Pond Visitor Center, 
Charlestown, RI. The Fly Fish-
ing portion of the program 
will take place Saturday, May 
20, 4 p.m. until dark at Nini-
gret National Wildlife Refuge, 
Charlestown, RI.

The cinder worm hatch is a 
springtime ritual as thou-
sands of cinder worms wiggle 
their way from the mud to the 
surface to mate. Striped bass 
feed on the worms. To register 
contact Marisa Podbros at 
marisa_podbros@fws.gov or 
call 401.213.4400.

Where’s the bite?
Freshwater. “Things were a 

bit slower than usual on 
Opening Day due to cold tem-

peratures and high winds but 
those fishing caught a lot of 
trout at stocked ponds,” said 
Dave Henault of Ocean State 
Tackle, Providence. 

John Littlefield of Archie’s 
Bait & Tackle, Riverside, said, 
“Things were jammed for 
trout fishing at Willet Avenue 
Pond, Riverside.” For licenses 
and stocking information in 
RI visit www.dem.ri.gov/
fishing and in MA www.mass.
gov/service-details/trout-
stocking-report .

Tautog. “Anglers are catch-
ing keepers on the Warren 
River at the old Am. Tourister 
location,” said Littlefield. 

“Customers are catching 
keeper tautog all the way up 
the Providence River. This is 
earlier than usual,” said 
Henault of Ocean Sate.

Striped bass. Expert fly fish-
erman and guide Ed Lombar-
do said, “We caught fish in 
the Narrow River last week.” 

As the water warms this 
week the bite should be en-
hanced. “We had striped bass 
arrive with the herring in the 
Providence River this year 
which is a bit early and un-
usual,” said Dave Henault.  

Dave Monti holds a captain’s 
master license and charter fish-
ing license. He serves on a vari-
ety of boards and commissions 
and has a consulting business 
focusing on clean oceans, habitat 
preservation, conservation, re-
newable energy, and fisheries re-
lated issues and clients. Forward 
fishing news and photos to 
dmontifish@verison.net or visit 
www.noflukefishing.com.

    

 

Black sea bass fishing will soon heat up

BLACK SEA BASS: Black sea bass are fun to catch and eat, minimum size will likely be 16 1/2” this 
year. (Submitted photo)

GOLD TROUT: Jeff Spicer of Scituate, RI landed this golden trout 
with his fly rod when fishing Opening Day.



Johnston Sun Rise 21Thursday, April 13, 2023

Become a Published Author with  
Dorrance. We want to read your book!
Trusted by authors for nearly 100 years, Dorrance has 

made countless authors’ dreams come true.

 

 

 
Complete Book  

Publishing Services
FIVE EASY STEPS  
TO PUBLICATION:

1.  Consultation  
2.  Book Production 
3.  Promotion

4.  Distribution 
5.  Merchandising  
     and Fulfillment

Our staff is made 
up of writers, just 
like you. We are 

dedicated to  
making publishing 
dreams come true.

Call now to receive your FREE 
Author’s Guide

888-459-3344
or  www.dorranceinfo.com/beacomm

C O N N E C T S

FREE INTERNET
Qualify today for the Government 

Free Internet Program

CALL TODAY (877) 403-0193

YOU QUALIFY  for Free 
Internet if you receive 
Medicaid, SNAP, WIC, 
Housing Assistance, 
Veterans Pension, 
Survivor Benefi ts, 
Lifeline and Tribal.

Bonus offer: 4G Android Tablet with 
one time co-pay of $20

ACP program details can be found at www.fcc.gov/affordable-connectivity-program-consumer-faq

FIRST BASEMAN: Johnston’s Stephanie Bruno last week.

BEHIND THE PLATE: Johnston catcher Hannah Calabro.

IN THE CIRCLE: Johnston pitcher Janina Mazzulla deals.

THE THROW TO FIRST: Johnston’s Michelina Irons.
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OFFICE HOURS:    Monday thru Friday  8:30 AM - 4:30 PM

To place or cancel a classified ad:

Call 732-3100 by — 
	 •	 10	AM	Monday	for
	 	 Cranston	Herald	(Thursday),	
	 	 Warwick	Beacon	(Thursday)	&	
	 	 Johnston	Sun	Rise	(Thursday)

adVerTisinG cosTs:
Line-By-Line:	
1	Week — Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and Johnston Sun Rise
4 lines - $25.00; each additional line $4.00

4	Weeks	or	More — Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and
 Johnston Sun Rise
4 lines - $23.00	per	week; each additional line $4.00

CLASSified	diSpLAy:	
1	Week — Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and Johnston Sun Rise
$35.00	per	column	inch. 

BuSineSS	SeRviCe	AdS: 
$32.00	per	column	inch - Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and 
Johnston Sun Rise
Ad Must Run 4  Consecutive Weeks.

Add	the	Ri	Reminder:
$8.00	per	column	inch. Ad Must Run 4  Consecutive Weeks.

Email ads to: AshleyM@rhodybeat.com

CREDIT POLICY      We accept all major credit cards. We will bill line-by-line classified 
ads (with the exception of YARD SALE ADS) to customers adding $1.50 billing fee. Business 
Service ads must be prepaid until a Credit Application has been approved and account established.

please check Your ad!
We make every effort to carefully proofread all advertisements, 
however, we ask you to check your ad the first time it appears. 
If you find an error, call 732-3100 so that we may correct it 
in the next publication. Beacon Communications shall not 
be liable for errors or omissions in, or failure to insert, any 
advertisement for which it may be responsible beyond the 
cost of the actual space occupied by the item in which error 
or omission or failure to insert occurred. Advertiser will be 
entitled to refund of advertisement price or insertion in next 
issue at advertiser’s option.

Sun Rise  401-732-3100

To place your ad by 
phone, please call
732-3100

Help	Wanted

4 Lines / $2500

nAMe		 ____________________________________________________________________________________ pHOne	 ____________________________

AddReSS		 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

CiTy	 ________________________________________________________________________ STATe		 __________________ Zip ____________________

$25.00/Week — $29.00/Week with Bold

$29.00/Week — $33.00/Week with Bold

$33/Week — $37/Week with Bold

Includes Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and 
Johnston Sun Rise
Run your ad for 4 weeks or more and $ave $2.00 per week.
❏ Bold Face First Line of ad for $4.00 per week

Use 1 block for each letter, nUmber or pUnctUation mark. leave one blank block between each word or after each pUnctUation mark. (minimUm ad - 4 lines)

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

DeaDLine:
Monday 10 AM

CArd #  ____________________________________________________________________________________________  EXP. dATE: _____________________  SEC. CodE ____________________

AMoUNT ENCLoSEd  $ _____________  CHECK # __________

# oF WEEKS  Ad IS To rUN  _________      
❑ ❑ ❑ ❑

CATEGorY
______________________

MAIL TO:
Beacon Communications
1944 Warwick Avenue, Warwick, RI 02889
Attn: CLASSIFIEDS

or    e-mail to: Classifieds@rhodybeat.com

MAIL-IN ADVERTISING FORM

1944 WA R W I C K AV E N U E, WA R W I C K , R I   02889  |   P:  401-732-3100 |  F:  401-732-3110
BEACONCOMMUNICATIONS

IS HIRING!
ADVERTISING SALES 

REPRESENTATIVE
Join our team for an opportunity to work in a 

friendly, community based environment.
Seeking a “people person” with strong 

organizational skills. Sales experience and 
knowledge of basic computer skills are 
preferred, but will train the right candidate. 

Interested candidates 
can e-mail their 

resume to 

donnaz@
rhodybeat.com

PA RT  T I M E

Help	Wanted Help	Wantedestate	Sale
Estate Sale: Friday, 4/14, 10 
a.m. - 4 p.m. and Saturday, 4/15 
9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 77 Doris Street, 
Warwick.  Tools, collectibles, fur-
niture, dishes.

Help	Wanted
Delivery Driver: Heavy lifting re-
quired.  Clean BCI.  Good driving 
record. $15-18 per hour.  Call Bill 
at 401-400-2758.

Carpet Cleaners: Experience 
preferred, but will train the right 
person.  Good driving record.  
Clean BCI. $15-18 per hour.  Call 
Bill 401-500-2758.

Pro Home Improvements - Spe-
cializing in kitchen, baths, and 
basement remodeling and any 
interior repairs. prohomeimprov.
com. Free est. Licensed and in-
sured. Call Pat at 401-374-3929

BKM HANDYMAN SERVICES: 
Specializing in all household re-
pairs and replacements, garage 
& basement organization, junk 
removal and any other household 
needs. Call or text 401-594-6705

All Saints Construction LLC. Is 
now taking on new customers 
for 2023. We can come for your 
yearly gutter cleaning and take 
a look at any other projects that 
need addressing.  We do it all, 
from rot repairs and gutters.  To 
siding, flooring, kitchens and 
bathrooms.  Give us a call and 
please leave a detailed mes-
sage. I’m Harold and I will per-
sonally return your call as soon 
as I’m off work. 401-487-1871 

Home	improvements Houses	for	Rent

CRANSTON: 2 BED, 1.5 baths. 
Unfurnished, hardwood floors, 
washer &  dryer, stove, refrig-
erator, 1-yr lease, $1000 mo. 
+ utilities. Security. No pets. No 
smoking. Credit check, BCI, ref-
erences. Bob 401-529-5898

Junk	Removal

HAVE TRUCK WILL HAUL: 
Junk, brush, construction debris. 
DUMPSTERS also available. 
401-497-1282

Houses	Wanted

WE BUY HOUSES:  Any condi-
tion!! Quick sale!!  House needs 
work?  We don’t mind.  Call 401-
595-8703

Classified Ad
Deadline is 

Monday at 10 AM
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Electrical

Home Improvements

Valco Electric
Residential Specialist
Electrical Upgrades

Trouble Shooting & Repairs
Prompt & Courteous Service

401-921-3143
Lic. #A3990  AmEx/Disc/MC/Visa  Insured

Weatherproof
Home Improvement

Interior/Exterior Painting
Roofing • Siding • Gutters • Decks

Dennis
732-9218   Reg. #31803

John’s Construction 
Handyman Services

Painting  ●   Windows
Carpentry  
942-1729

15% OFF next project with ad. 
Reg. #24655   ~     Insured

Handyman

Rubbish Removal

Spring Cleanups
House - Cellars - Yards 

Garages - Moving?
Anything hauled away, some for FREE!

30 yrs. - Reliable Service! 
741-2781 Lic. #37379 - Insured  

Plastering

Harold Greco Jr.
Plaster Perfection

ALL Small Repair Specialist
Emergency Water Damage Repairs
Historic Restorations

Painting
Senior, Veterans & Cash Discounts

Integrity & Passion
ALL MAINTENANCE

 Reg. #4114  ★     Member BBB  ★     Est. 1946

Call now! 738-0369 

Business
Services

ads start at
$32/week
for 4 or more weeks

in the
Johnston Sun Rise, 
Warwick Beacon & 

Cranston Herald 
(All 3 papers for one low price)

To place your ad, 
please call 

732-3100

Painting

Oil Tank Removal

Why wait for your oil tank to leak?
Old oil tanks removed
Licensed RI Waste Transporter

Drum Disposal
Newton B. Washburn, LLC.
Insured ●  Reg. #27176 ●  #RI877

401-647-9606

Warwick 
Seamless Gutters

Gutter installation on 
new and existing homes
Cut and drop service available 

at your home or project
Leaf guards & gutter cleaning

Call Mike 
401-265-1570

Gutters

Steven G. Ruhle 
PaintinG

Interior & Exterior
Small Exteriors

Neat, Clean Workmanship
639-0967

Free Estimates
Reg. 12067 - Insured

EAST COAST 
WOOD FLOORS
Installed • Sand

 Finish • Refinish
Insured • Senior Discounts

Cell 265-3644
 Reg. #15124

LENNY POTVIN
Custom Woodworking

& Remodeling
Specializing in:

Cabinetry • Kitchens
Kitchen Refacing

Home Repair
All phases of 

Interior Woodwork
40+ Years Experience

Lenny 822-0824 
Reg. #235

Flooring

E.W. FLAGG
Plumbing & Heating

New & Old
Installations • Repairs

Water Heaters
Commercial & Residential

739-6155    MP #01896

DAVIDSON’S
PLUMBING & HEATING

Water Heaters
Free Estimates

Remodeling ❖ Repairs
New Construction

MP #1696 737-4679 MPF #6470

CEMENT
MASONRY WORK
Chimneys ❖ Floors ❖ Patios

Driveways ❖ Steps ❖ Walkways
Repairs ❖ Free Estimates  
Ron 397-1891
Cell 639-2942
Reg. #6326  Licensed & Bonded   

Masonry

Plumbing & Heating

Contractors

t & t Painting
25 years in Business

Interior and Exterior Painting

Power Washing
Deck Refinishing
Carpentry Repairs
Reasonable Rates
Free Estimates

Neat. Clean. Organized
Insured  - Reg. #3469

401-944-0336

Reilly Fence Inc.
Professional installations of
Vinyl •  Wood •  Aluminum 

Chainlink  Fences
Insured -  Free Estimates

Call & book an appt. today!
228-3647 Reg. #40392   

Fencing

Power Washing

Coast to Coast
Power Washing
Everything Residential
When Quality/Service

Matters, call Ken,
401-413-0547

Satisfaction Guarenteed!
Save 20% off this month!

RI Reg. #GC47967

Liberty Junk 
Removal, Inc. 

We remove all content from cellars.
One room or entire house.

We remove sheds and hot-tubs. 
15 years of reliable service.

Reg. #2983 & Insured

401-286-0505

Norwood
Lawn Care & 
LandsCaping

Spring clean-ups.
Weekly cutting and trimming.  
Mulch and bushes trimmed.

Call George 
401-738-2152

Landscaping

Yard 
Maintenance
Weekly/Biweekly Cutting

SprIng/FALL CLEAnupS
Senior Accounts Welcome

401.374.0490

Business 
ServiceS

Business ServiceS
DEaDlInE:

 Monday 10 aM

Heating & Cooling

TeCH SuppoRT
Residential Forced Hot Air 
and Cooling Troubleshoot 

and Repairs
PM Schedules

FaceTime or Phone Calls, 
Help Offer Tech Aid

617-590-3683

DECKS/SHEDS
Power-Washing

Restaining • Refinishing
Carpentry Repairs

Free Written Estimates
Insured – Reg. #3469

401-944-0336

Deck & Shed
Maintenance

CONFREDA FARMS
Fertile Farm Loam

Screened to ½ inch
Mulch • 50/50 Mix

Raw Compost 
Processed Gravel

737-7662 • 827-5000

Landscape Materials

C & J Painting
Interior/Exterior
Powerwashing

Free Estimates
Jason     ●      Craig

378-8525  ●  743-2554
Reg. #22833                 Insured              

Painting

After years and years 
of discussion, Major 

League Baseball finally 
implemented a pitch clock 
for the season and the re-
sults have been wildly af-
fective through the first 
two weeks.

It is no secret that Amer-
ica’s pastime has been 
freefalling in the past de-
cade plus in terms of pop-
ularity and viewership in 
the country. Even at the 
youth level, kids are just 
not as excited to hit the 
diamond as they used to 
be and you are seeing oth-
er sports emerge and take 
over.

I am not an umpire, so 
do not quote me on this, 
but from what I under-
stand, the way the pitch 
clock works is that from 
the time the catcher re-
ceives the ball, the pitcher 
has 20 seconds to start his 
wind up on the next pitch. 
The batter must also be in 
the batter’s box ready to 
go.

To this point, the aver-
age Major League Base-
ball game has decreased 
by nearly 30 minutes since 
last year. Although some 
traditionalists have been 
frustrated with the new 
system, and many of the 
players have expressed 
their dissatisfaction, I 
think it is a necessary step 
and we are already reap-
ing the benefits.

I will admit, I am one of 
those collapsed baseball 
fans. 10 years ago, I used 
to watch at least a game or 
two a week but since, it 
has become more like a 
game or two a month. I 
just don’t have the pa-
tience for it, especially at 
the professional level. 
There is no reason that a 
game should exceed three 
hours barring extra in-
nings, of course.

With the pitch clock, 
games have been roughly 
2 hours and 30 minutes. 
That is much more doable 
and sustainable as a view-
er. I have already watched 
multiple Red Sox games 
this year and enjoyed 
them more than I have in 
the past decade.

I can understand why 
the players opposed this. 

It is a major adjustment 
for both the pitcher and 
the batter. Baseball is such 
a mental game, and need-
ing to speed everything 
up while maintaining 
your focus is difficult to 
say the least. Especially at 
the highest level in the 
world.

But, at the same time, if 
these players want to con-
tinue to get paid millions 
of dollars, they are going 
to need to keep the fans 
engaged. This clock will 
allow them to do just that.

As a fan, I also love the 
dynamic that the clock 
creates. It adds an element 
of suspense wondering if 
the pitcher and batter will 
make it in time to beat the 
clock once you see it tick-
ing down. I know that the 
effects are massive in 
terms of the game, but 
once again, this is a sport 
that desperately needed a 
shake up.

In my opinion, they 
should implement a pitch 
clock all the way down to 
the youth level. Obvious-
ly, the younger you go, the 
more time should be al-
lowed. But at the end of 
the day, the pitch clock is 
refreshing and if it is be-
coming common practice 
at the professional level, 
we should probably intro-
duce it to kids at a young 
age.

Even at the high school 
level, games seem to be 
going longer than when I 
first started covering 
sports 10 years ago. The 
days of getting a two-hour 
baseball game are long 
gone and although I still 
enjoy covering the sport, 
there are times when 
games do drag on. I can’t 
wrap my head around 

how seven inning games 
can sometimes last three 
hours.

I am surprised by the 
number of fans that are 
opposed to the pitch clock 
as well. I would say most 
people are for it, but it is 
pretty close to 50-50 from 
what I have gathered by 
simply talking to people 
and keeping up with the 
topic on social media.

Why not speed the 
game up? Why not take 
out the in-between that 
has dragged the game 
down? Do we really need 
to watch the pitchers walk 
around the mound in cir-
cles gathering themselves, 
do we need to see the bat-
ters take three, four looks 
down the third base line 
to their coach all while 
spending a minute read-
justing their batting 
gloves? That is the type of 
dillydallying that has be-
come painful to watch. 
The clock cuts that all out 
and I love it.

Beyond the pitch clock, 
I am actually for most of 
the proposed rules they 
have come to the table the 
last few years. Whether it 
is putting a runner on sec-
ond base to start extra in-
nings, putting an end to 
the shift in the infield, all 
of it. Baseball is a sport 
that has become stale and 
it is a shame to see consid-
ering the cultural signifi-
cance it has in our coun-
try. Baseball has a beauti-
ful history and it is disap-
pointing to see things 
turning sideways. It is 
time to make some adjust-
ments and revitalize the 
game.

So, let’s embrace 
change. Let’s recognize 
the importance of the 
sport of baseball and its 
place in our country.

Sure, implementing 
these changes does impact 
the game in ways that 
may be drastic. But, to be 
frank, the sport has lost 
the younger generation. If 
we continue to lose that 
demographic, the sport 
will eventually fold. In 
my opinion, the pitch 
clock, among other rule 
changes, is what will save 
America’s pastime.

MLB pitch clock 
has worked wonders

My pitch

by 
Alex 

SponSeller
SportS editor

AlexS@
rhodybeAt.com

Junior Steven Doss (West Warwick) es-
tablished a new program record in the 
100m as the Rhode Island College men’s 
outdoor track and field team finished fifth 
(10 teams) at the Coast Guard Spring Invi-
tational on Saturday afternoon.

RIC placed fifth (10 team) with a team 
score of 70.50. UMass Dartmouth won the 
invitational with a score of 120.0.

Doss finished first in the 100m (10.77), 
which is a new program record for that 
event.

Sophomore Mahari Nayte (Providence) 
finished first in the 400m (50.57) and fifth in 
the 200m (22.61).

Freshman Shamus Culhane (North 
Kingstown) finished first in the hammer 
(50.84m). Senior Edward Garofalo (New-
port) placed second in the triple jump 
(13.15m) and seventh in the long jump 
(6.12m).

Freshman Brandon Mota (West War-
wick) placed second in the hammer 

(50.31m) and 25th in the discus (28.71m). 
Freshman Jaden Saunders (Smithfield) fin-
ished tied for fourth in the high jump 
(1.80m) and finished 12th in the long jump 
(5.75m).

Freshman Ryan Hazard (Wakefield) 
placed fifth in the shot (14.88m), eighth in 
both the discus (38.65m) and hammer 
(44.70m) and 15th in the javelin (39.05m).

Junior Christopher McCarthy (Cranston) 
placed fifth in the hammer (47.19m). Senior 
Austin Michael (Swansea, Mass.) placed 
fifth in the 5,000m (16:22.93).

Freshman Juan Reyes (Providence) 
placed 16th in the 400m hurdles (1:06.26).

Sophomore Matthew Taylor (Smithfield) 
finished 17th in the 400m hurdles (1:06.53). 
Junior Benjamin Lockwood (Saunder-
stown) finished 18th in the 800m (2:07.54).

Freshman Isiah Briggs (Providence) fin-
ished 19th in the long jump (5.57m), 21st in 
the 100m (11.71) and 23rd in the 200m 
(23.94).

Doss breaks RIC track record
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TREASURESRhodyRhodyRhody
A N T I Q U E S  •  C O L L E C T I B L E S  •  C O N S I G N M E N T S  •  E S TAT E S  •  V I N TA G E 

HIGHEST CASH PAYMENT FOR YOUR
Gold, Diamonds, Coins,

 Jewelry and Other Valuables.
Old Costume Jewelry Accumulations

We make house calls during the pandemic 
Military Items, 

Musical Instruments, 
Oil Paintings, 

Collectibles, Anything Unusual.

Aable Jewelers 
and Antique Center

OPEN: 
Mon.-Sat. 

11AM-5PM

1615 Warwick Avenue • Warwick
At Hoxsie 4 Corners (Gateway Shopping Center)

738-6099
R.I. Lic. 
#90304

OUR

.
i

SAFE ONE-TO-ONE BUYING AT OUR CONVENIENT LOCATION
50 Years in Business. Established 1970 • Licensed and Bonded

GOLD AND DIAMONDS • SAXOPHONES
NESTING BOWLS-CLEAR & COLORED—HIGH PRICES! 

By Travis Landry
Auctioneer & Specialist

Bruneau & Co. Auctioneers
Cranston, RI

The Love/Hate Relationship of 
GRADING COLLECTIBLES

537 Pontiac Avenue, 
Cranston, RI

(401)781-5017
thetimecapsule@mail.com

Open 7 Days - 11am to 7pm

$$ Looking to BUY Your Collectibles $$ 

We are actively purchasing 
COMIC BOOKS
TOYS • RECORDS
We are looking for collections large & small.
Call to let us know what you have.

• Second Hand Merchandise
• Household Accessories
• Antiques
• Furniture
• All Occasion  Greeting Cards
 and much more

59 Putnam Pike (Rte. 44), Johnston, RI 02919
401-525-4616

YANKEE
TREASURE CHEST

In today’s collecting world when it comes to comic 
books, trading cards, toys, and video games you typical-
ly now hear the word “graded” in the same sentence. It’s 
been over twenty years since professional grading has 
entered the collectibles market, but more than ever over 
the past fi ve years have we seen it become the forefront 
of people’s interest in the space.

“Graded” means that a professional, third party com-
pany has taken your collectible and encapsulated it with-
in a protective holder while also assigning a numeric 
value representing its condition. Higher the grade, better 
the example, making it rarer and ultimately increasing its 
value, and in some cases exponentially. I happen to fo-
cus on pop culture, but coins, paper money, sports cards, 
autographs, stamps and now even VHS tapes and posters 
are all gradable items.

Grading ensures the items are properly represented 
and gives collectors an added level of security if their 
item is real, has no restoration, and no issues that may 
not be immediately apparent. There is no question a 
graded example is always going to sell for more when it 
comes to high end collectibles. A collector is going to bid 
more confi dently knowing the comic book is a true 9.4 
compared to a raw copy appearing near mint.

Especially through COVID, collectors have bitten into 

this system full throttle, accelerating the market. It has 
taken what was once a simple past time of collecting and 
making it a commoditized asset no different than your 
stock portfolio or trading on the fl oor of the New York 
Stock Exchange. It’s fast paced; demand and values can 
change overnight. While the majority have embraced the 
system and are okay with never actually reading their 
comic book or touching their toy, there is still a dedicated 
group who go against the grain and do not believe in 

encapsulation.
Should a comic book be read, a poster displayed, or 

should all these things we love be sealed in acrylic to 
never be touched by human hands again? They are just 
playthings anyway, right? Some argue collectible toys, 
trading cards, and comics were meant to be handled in 
the fi rst place, but in my opinion, grading is a necessary 
evil. I started collecting at nine years old with Trans-
formers, and I still to this day prefer them displayed. I do 
not like loose toy grading, but if it’s a good piece and it is 
factory sealed it has to go into acrylic - It is just the way 
the world works today.

The warning I have for you is that while grading is 
good - it is also very expensive. You can quickly spend 
too much money grading items that should not be graded 
because the quality or the collectability is so low. That’s 
why when deciding to part with your collection, it is al-
ways best to seek help from a trusted expert. You never 
want to sell outright; working on consignment maximiz-
es the potential value of your collection!

If you’re into graded collectibles, Bruneau & Co. Auc-
tioneers is hosting a Graded Showcase Auction consist-
ing of comic books, toys, and video games all to be sold 
individually and in graded condition on Saturday May 
6th in Cranston, Rhode Island – Come check it out! 



Johnston Sun Rise 25Thursday, April 13, 2023

Tips to improve
financial literacy

Financial planning is a key compo-
nent of successful money management. 
When financial plans are established 
and put in place, individuals are in 
much better position to achieve both 
short-term goals, like financing a dream 
vacation, and long-term aspirations, 
like retiring with enough money to live 
your golden years without worry.

No one is born knowing how to 
handle and manage money. Financial 
literacy is an acquired skill, which 
means anyone can learn how to manage 
money effectively. The following are a 
handful of ways individuals from all 
walks of life can improve their financial 
literacy.

• Crack the books (and magazines). 
A wealth of resources are available to 
anyone looking to become better at 
managing money, and many of those 
resources are books and magazines. 
Printed works are available for people 
with varying levels of financial literacy, 
so it’s unlikely that any single text or 
magazine will benefit everyone equally. 
Find a text that speaks to your level of 
literacy and build from there.

• Pay attention to financial news. 
The days when financial news was 
limited to industry insiders or a hand-
ful of industry publications are long 
gone. Various online entities and cable 
television channels are now exclusively 
devoted to financial news. Anyone 
can benefit from paying attention to 
financial news, which can shed light on 
investments, real estate and financial 
industry trends that can help people 
better understand their portfolios and 
assets.

• Read your emails. Adults who 
already have retirement accounts and 
other investments may also have an 

invaluable resource right inside their 
email inboxes. Investment management 
firms like The Vanguard Group, Inc., 
routinely host online information ses-
sions and discussions for investors that 
are promoted through email and other 
lines of communication with account 
holders. When promotional emails an-
nouncing these sessions are announced, 
take note and resolve to participate. 
Many don’t require active participa-
tion, but they often provide insight into 

financial products, markets and strate-
gies to successful investing.

• Ask questions. It seems simple, 
but one of the most effective ways to 
gain greater financial literacy is to ask 
questions. If you work with a financial 
planner or are interviewing profession-
als to help you manage your money, 
ask that person to explain their financial 
strategy and the strategy espoused by 
their firms. When a new short- or even 
long-term goal pops up on your radar, 

ask your financial advisor to explain 
ways in which you can achieve that 
goal. Such discussions can reveal strate-
gies that even well-informed individu-
als may be unaware of.

Financial literacy can help people 
achieve their life’s goals. Various strate-
gies can help people from all walks of 
life improve their financial knowledge 
and take greater control of their financ-
es and futures.  TF234861

If you owe more than $10,000 in 
credit card or other debt, see how 

National Debt Relief can resolve your debt 
for a fraction of what you owe.

Call today:
1-877-682-0401

BE DEBT FREE
IN 24–48 MONTHS!

NATIONAL
debt relief

NATIONAL
debt relief

We Cancel Timeshares for You
Many people believe their timeshares cannot be canceled, but they 
often can be. Our founder and CEO, Chuck McDowell, has successfully 
fought in federal court for the right to help timeshare owners — like 
you — out of their “binding” agreements. Whether you were misled or 
pressured, you may have an easy exit. 

           How Does the Cancellation Process Work?

We are able to help most timeshare owners that contact us. You could be 
one phone call away from complete peace of mind. 

Get your free information kit and see if you qualify:

one phone call away from complete peace of mind. 

Get your free information kit and see if you qualify:

866-434-0252

• Start with a FREE consultation to discuss your needs. 

• If we see that the circumstances of your agreement qualify you
    to exit the timeshare, you’ll be assigned a specialist to walk   
    you through gathering documentation. 

• Our Resolution Department then works quickly to have your   
    timeshare and related fees permanently terminated. 

Call to place your ad in our monthly financial section!
Running in the Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald, 

Johnston Sun Rise & The Reminder.

732-3100 / 821-2216
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When Marcia Pollock Wysocky, 
a historian and author from Win-
neconne, Wisc. was given 13 hand-
written letters by her mother's 
neighbor, Gayle Baylor of Friend-
ship, Wisc., she was quick to notify 
the president of the Warwick and 
Rhode Island Historical Cemeter-
ies Commissions, Pegee Malcolm. 
The letters had been written by a 
22-year-old man from Warwick, 
Albert Fenner Waite, who was serv-
ing in the Civil War. The recipient 
of those letters had been Baylor’s 
great-grandmother, 18-year-old 
Clara Francis Carpenter, possibly 
an object of Waite’s affection.  

As a member of the 15th Mass. 
Volunteer Infantry, Company G, 
Waite penned a letter to Clara 
on Aug. 4, 1861. It read, in part; 
“Probably this letter will find 
you sick with the galloping con-
sumption as you said your turn 
to be sick would come next… 
If we do not get shot, we will 
be starved to death. I could tell 
you many hard things but I 
will let it pass now… I suppose 
this will be the last letter I can 
write on northern soil. We had 
113 horses come and 25 Army 
wagons. If you could see what 
a load we have to carry on our 
backs, you would pity us poor 
sinners… I expect next Tuesday 
will be the day we start for Bal-
timore or Harper’s Ferry. I don’t 
know which… When I read of 
the slaughter the RI boys met 
with, I scarcely spoke for the 
next day. Not because I felt in the 
least discouraged, but to think 
so many brave sons of RI should 
get killed when fighting so nobly 
for freedom… I feel proud of RI 
and would give everything if I 
could go under the gallant Gov. 
Sprague to the field of battle. 
When I read in the paper, all I 
look for is something concern-
ing little Rhody. When I fight, it 
will be for R. Island and Mass. 
can go to the old Harry. There is 
no place like home I tell you… I 
don’t want you to tell my folks 
but I think my chances are rather 
slim for coming back alive… I 
sometimes think what shall be-
come of me if I get killed… Tell 
my mother I am well and hope 
she is the same. I am sorry to 
think she takes so little comfort. 
It would not surprise me to hear 
she was dead within six months. 
When she is gone, I have lost my 

best friend… I must bring my 
letter to a close as I have got to 
pack my clothes in my knapsack 
and get ready for tomorrow.”         

On Aug. 13, 1861 Albert wrote 
to Clara from Camp Kalorama, 
Washington DC; “My Dear Dol-
ly Dartton, We marched 6 miles 
with 70 lbs. on our backs. I must 
confess, as far as show is con-
cerned, we looked splendid. Our 
band played excellent and, in the 
excitement of the hour, I forgot 
what our destiny might be in a 
short time… We took a ferry boat 
which was waiting and crossed 
the Delaware River a short dis-
tance above where Washing-
ton and his army crossed… I 
never suffered so much as when 
marching from Baltimore to take 
the cars for Washington. About a 
dozen fainted on the way. After 
reaching the depot, the boys was 
so dry that they drank the water 
which was given them by the 
people. The consequences was 
that they poisoned about ½ doz-
en of us, but they all recovered… 
You are not safe anywhere if you 
are known to be a Union man. ”

Albert told of how they were 
camped out at an old planta-
tion and using the house as a 
hospital. He described the dis-
comfort of riding and sleeping 
in cattle cars during the jour-
ney and how he heard the 2nd 
RI was fighting the direction 
of Fairfax Courthouse. “This is 
where Col. Ellsworth was shot 
and can be seen from here as it is 
only 5 miles off… We have more 
reports about fighting in the vi-
cinity of Fairfax Courthouse and 
have been ordered to be ready 
for a moment’s warning… Tell 
everybody that I am well at 
present but may have to sew up 
bullet holes before you get this 
letter… I need not tell you every 
time I should like to see you. You 
must take it for granted. The first 
night I slept in the Capitol, I had 
a dream about you.” 

On Aug. 27, 1861, Albert wrote 
from Poolesville, Maryland. 
The boyish excitement roused 
by thoughts of adventure have 
given way to a grown man’s 
realistic fears. His sense of hu-
mor temped down by scenes of 
suffering and death, is replaced 
by an understanding of how 
quickly an existence is extin-
guished. “I shall have to call you 
Dear Clara this time as I can’t 
think of any more good names. 
Last Sunday we had orders to be 
ready to march at 5 p.m…. None 
of the men knew where we was 
going… I shant attempt to tell 
you how much I have suffered… 
I went ¾ of a mile through a corn 
field when I came to a log house. 
Went up to the door, asked the 
woman if she would sell me 
something to eat. I succeeded in 
getting 3 eggs, qt. milk and hoe 
cakes. While I was eating, the 
lady asked me more questions 
than you did. She said I was too 
young to come out there and get 
killed and told me to get away 
and run home. I told her it would 
be death. She asked me if I was 
married. I told her no. She said 
that was good thing, for I was go-
ing within 4 miles of the enemy, 
which I find is true, and that a 
great many of our men had been 
killed there. She then asked me 
if I expected to get killed. I told 
her I had thought for some days 
that I should never see my home 
again. She then asked me if I was 
prepared to die… We are only 

4 miles from the Potomac River 
and can see the rebels drilling on 
the other side with a spy glass… 
While I am writing they say we 
have to go ten miles to some oth-
er place… In all probability, this 
regiment will be in the next bat-
tle… Gov. Sprague’s 2nd Battery 
of Artillery is just passing here… 
we can see smoke from the rebel 
guns in the distance.”

On Oct. 4, 1861, Albert wrote 
to Clara from Camp Foster in 
Maryland concerning the lack 
of food and a diet which some-
times consisted of meat, beans, 
rice and hominy but mostly only 
hard crackers and coffee. He 
wrote that there were 700 of his 
men guarding the river while 
300 others guarded the camp. 
“I had crawled into my nest of 
straw covered with branches 
of trees, for we are not allowed 
tents here because the enemy 
could see them through the trees 
they are so white… Two of our 
men have died of this place and 
were buried here. It is quite a 
sad duty to lay a fellow soldier 
away in his long home and not 
a friend to drop a tear over his 
honored grave… There is some 
25 in the hospital. Some of them 
will die before long…. I pity the 
sick ones. I have seen them so 
they didn’t want to live they was 
in such pain…I think the next 
time you hear from me, it will be 
from Old Virginia shore. Some 
of us must get killed before it is 
done… The col. gave the order 
to fire and spare no grey coats. 
They did not discover the mis-
take until 27 was killed… This 
makes twice our men have fired 
at each other… I hear the col. 
was drunk, which caused the 
mistake.”

From Camp Winfield Scott, 
near Yorktown, Virginia., Albert 
wrote to Clara on April 24, 1862. 
“We are camped in what I should 
call the Dismal Swamp… we are 
aroused twice in the night by the 

discharge of musketry. We jump 
from a sound seep when we hear 
the words ‘fall in boys, fall in, the 
rebels have drove in their pick-
ets’… I am frequently awoke 
in the night by the thunders 
of artillery… All eyes are now 
turned upon Yorktown where a 
bloody battle is expected to take 
place daily… When our artillery 
opens, it will be the grandest 
music we ever heard. The roar 
will be heard for miles and the 
ground will tremble with the aw-
ful concussion. I had rather be in 
Providence about this time. For 
many of us will be in our long 
home before many days. It is 
no pleasant thought to contem-
plate death in such heartrending 
forms. We try to shake off the 
conviction by various ways. But 
the pale cheek tells the thoughts 
of the mind, and the quivering 
lip speak plainer than words.” 

Albert died six months later, 
on Oct. 12, 1862 at the U.S. Hos-
pital in Baltimore. He had been 
transported to the hospital in a 
dying condition from the effects 
of typhoid fever eighteen days 
earlier. On Oct. 13, he was bur-
ied there in Louden Park Ceme-
tery, a burial ground established 
that year with the interments of 
many deceased from Baltimore 
hospitals. A memorial stands to 
him in the Nichols-Waite lot in 
Warwick, bearing an engraved 
banner which reads “Our Al-
bert” and the inscription “Rest 
weary soldier.”  

Clara married William Crapen 
Mason during the winter of 1864, 
the family tree eventually de-
scending to Baylor, who brought 
the letters forth 162 years after a 
brave young man’s pen was put 
to paper. They will now be pre-
served at the Warwick Historical 
Society. “I want everybody to 
experience how much has been 
sacrificed,” Wysocky said.

Kelly Sullivan is a Rhode Island 
columnist, lecturer and author.

Words from a Union soldier
‘It is no pleasant thought to contemplate death in such heartrending forms. We try to shake off the conviction by 
various ways. But the pale cheek tells the thoughts of the mind, and the quivering lip speak plainer than words.’

Back 
in the Day

by 
Kelly Sullivan

Part two of 
two-part series

Clara's gravestone 
(Photo by  Marcia Wysocky)    

WAITE

His memorial stone in Warwick 
(Photo by Pegee Malcolm)
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By RoB Duguay

Since the ‘90s, Frank Santos Jr. has 
been using hypnosis to entertain audi-
ences while having them become part of 
his show. Along with performing in nu-
merous theaters across the country, he’s 
also done corporate gigs for the likes of 
Google, Nike, CVS and even that old 
company Blockbuster folks used to rent 
movies from. He’s also been featured 
on ABC numerous times while doing 
clinical hypnosis as well. On April 15 
at the Park Theatre on 848 Park Avenue 
in Cranston, Santos will be hypnotiz-
ing people to do some weird and crazy 
things. The show starts at 8pm and it’s R-
rated so leave the kids at home if you’re a 
parent who’s looking to attend. 

We had a talk ahead of the gig about 
how he structures his show, switching 
things up on the fly, an unforgettable mo-
ment during a show in Maine and what 
people can expect when they show up.

Rob Duguay: As a hypnotist, there are 
two sides to your craft with one being 
your comedy show and the other more 
serious side being clinical hypnosis. For 
your comedy show, how do you go about 
forming the structure for it? Do you kind 
of have a skeleton for the show’s struc-
ture and then you let the audience mem-
bers kind of add to it during the show?

Frank Santos Jr.: You’re exactly cor-
rect. I have a set thing in my head that I 
will do, and then those certain routines 
dictate the way the show goes. I get vol-
unteers, hopefully more than I need, and 
then I’ll do a series of little tests and it 
gets fun. You wouldn’t be able to tell 
unless you’re me, but those tests dictate 
the way the show will go. When I do my 
R-rated show, I’ll do something more r-
rated with a certain person so I can read 
them very well. 

When I do clean shows, the people 
that I think are more hypnotized or more 
outgoing I’ll use more. The bigger rou-
tines go to them while other people get 
easier ones. 

RD: When it comes to the material you 
use for both the clean show and the R-

rated show, how do you go about curat-
ing it? It’s kind of like a musician with 
a setlist where both shows are different, 
but how often do you change each show 
up?

FS: I do have set routines, but I can 
ad lib to them. I can change them up 
on the fly, but it depends on who is on 
stage with me and how well they’re 
hypnotized. That’s when it comes to the 
adult style shows, with the clean shows 
I pretty much do a set list because I have 
to be crystal clean. There’s not much ad 
libbing, there’s a little bit but not much. 
With an R-rated show, if someone says 
something or something happens that’s 
funny I can really go with it. 

There are set routines that I do, but I 
do change them up so I don’t go back to 
the same place over and over again. 

RD: That makes sense. For clinical 
hypnosis, it usually focuses on either 
quitting smoking or eating healthier. 
How successful would you say this ther-
apy is? Do you ever get people coming 
back to you to get re-hypnotized because 

they've fallen off from what they were 
aiming to accomplish?

FS: That side is great, I do it just to 
help people. I have an office and the peo-
ple who do come in pretty much just pay 
the bills there, I don’t do it to make any 
money. I don’t usually have any repeats, 
I do sometimes with healthier eating 
because they go down a different path. 
People will come to me because they 
want to exercise more, they want to eat 
healthy and they want to make better de-
cisions. I’ll do what they need, I’ll even 
make a recording of the hypnosis so they 
can listen to it whenever they want.

The people who come back to be hyp-
notized again come back because they 
went down a different path, like they 
never had a sweet tooth and now they 
have a sweet tooth. For quitting smok-
ing, they come in for three sessions, they 
never come back and they stay a non-
smoker. I have a 100% success rate with 
people who come in to quit smoking. 

RD: That’s great, congratulations on 
that. What would you say is your fa-

vorite moment of hypnotizing someone 
during your comedy show?

FS: For my R-rated show, I do a rou-
tine where I tell a person that his “man-
hood” sings to him and it sings the Billy 
Squier song “The Stroke”. What hap-
pened was I did a show one time in 
Maine at this place with a round stage, it 
was this dance floor that was up high like 
a boxing ring and everyone sat around it. 
This guy was facing my backside and he 
proceeded to do that song in his pants, if 
you get what I’m trying to say.

RD: Yeah, I can see that being an un-
forgettable moment. 

FS: The crowd was going crazy and 
I tried to ignore him and as they went 
crazier I turned around to see what was 
happening. Once I saw what was going 
on I was like “Oh no! You can’t be do-
ing that!”. That never happened before, 
it hasn’t happened since and that was 
around 15 years ago and I’ve been doing 
shows now for over 30 years.

RD: Wow. 
FS: Every show is different, but the 

best thing about it is that I’ll hear about 
a high school friend of someone I hypno-
tized being the quietest person. After be-
ing part of the show, they’re very outgo-
ing and very happy. They finally had the 
excuse to be the person they wanted to 
be and they ended up staying that way. 

RD: It’s cool that you get to bring 
people out of their shell. For anyone 
who hasn't seen you perform before and 
they're thinking of seeing you at the Park 
Theatre, what can they expect?

FS: It’s a lot of fun. It’s always better 
if you know who’s on stage, so I suggest 
coming with a large group. It’s always 
great when someone volunteers out of 
a group of people because it makes the 
show that much better. I never know 
what to expect on stage and you never 
know what to expect either, everyone’s 
different and it’s almost like it’s improv 
going on the entire time. You never know 
what direction the show is gonna go in, 
what someone is gonna say or what 
someone is gonna do. 

Hypnotist Frank Santos Jr. presents 
his R-rated show at The Park Theatre

Hypnotist Frank Santos Jr. with a group of willing audience participants.  
(Submitted photo)

WARWICK SHOWCASE

aIR 
* * * * ½ 

(Business and Basketball)

The business of basketball is examined in this fasci-
nating movie based on Nike’s landing Michael Jordan 
as their biggest client.

It is a tale based on a true story with some liberties 
taken in the process.

Those liberties make for a sharp, funny, engrossing 
two hours of top-notch moviemaking.

Matt Damon plays Sonny Vaccaro, a fast-talking, rule-
breaking, passionate employee of Nike who rose from 
selling sneakers out of the trunk of his car to landing the 
biggest contract in basketball history.

It is 1964 and Nike is a distant third, behind Adidas 
and Converse, in landing NBA star endorsements.

Jason Bateman plays Sonny’s volatile boss, while Ben 
Affleck plays Phil Knight, the esoteric CEO of Nike.

These three terrific actors get inside the heads of the 
three real-life characters with the aid of passionate and 
at times hilarious dialogue.

Sonny’s quest to sign Jordan has you rooting for him 
as he breaks all the rules, drives his superiors bonkers, 
and as we already know, wins the big one.

It is OK that we know the ending because the story of 
how he gets there is the important thing.

We learn that Sonny must deal with Michael’s mother, 
and a gutsy wheeler dealer she is! Who could play her 
better than Rhode Island’s own Viola Davis? Davis’s re-
al-life husband plays her husband in the movie. Along 
with Davis, he is cool and calm.

Except for a few TV shots, we don’t see Michael Jor-
dan, but we feel his presence as it is made very clear that 
Nike is not third on his list. It isn’t on his list.

The movie is more intense than James Bond, Batman, 
and Psycho combined.

The constant panic among the decision makers will 
grab you and keep you glued to the scene. If you are ex-
pecting a basketball movie, what you get is the behind 
the scenes part of the game.

We see how a new shoe is created around a person 
and get the message that “A shoe is just a shoe until 
somebody steps in it.”

Sonny’s speech after Nike’s leaders make a lame pre-
sentation to the Jordans and their agent is sure to be-
come one of filmdom’s classics.

It took two Boston and one Rhode Island actors to 
show us that Hollywood can still make great movies.

As Phil Knight said, "The most you can do is all you 
can do.”

The movie is rated R because of the overuse of that 
four-letter word.

with 

Joyce & Don

Fowler

Movies

See it at the 

Matt Damon in a scene from ‘Air’ with Viola Davis, 
who grew up in Rhode Island.
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PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1970

Vincent S. Podmaska
Agent, Vincent S. Podmaska Insurance Agency

vinny@grahaminsuranceinc.com

1465 Atwood Avenue • Johnston, RI 02919
Tel: 401-273-8700 • Fax: 401-273-0477

WET LEAKY BASEMENT?
• PUMPS INSTALLED • UNDER FLOOR DRAINAGE

• FOUNDATION & BULKHEAD REPAIRS • MOLD REMEDIATION
LET A PROFESSIONAL SOLVE YOUR BASEMENT WATER PROBLEMS

(401) 516-3641
www.DivConServices.com

Diversifi ed Services                       RI Reg. #9386

PROPANE FILLING STATION

904 Manton Ave. • Providence (IN FRONT OF STOP & SHOP)
Phil.Johnston32@gmail.com  •  www.jfcpropane.com

621-8129 Call Phil
• Open 7 days a week
• Open all year
• English & Spanish

ALL
PROPANE

TANKS
FILLED
HERE

Be Safe –GRILL!

Place Your Ad Today
Reach

LOCAL
Customers!

ONLY 
$1650

 PER WEEK
(10-week commitment)

3.42”x2” ad
FREE COLOR WHEN AVAILABLE

SCAN NOW 
FOR AN 
INSTANT 
QUOTE

SOFT WASHING SERVICES
HOUSE WASH - ROOF WASH - DECK WASH - PATIO WASH - FENCE WASH

Licensed & Insured • Gift Certifi cates Available
ADDITIONAL CLEANING SERVICES

• Solar Panels • • Exterior Windows • • Gutters •

FREE ESTIMATES
401-595-0726

www.PowerWashJM.com

401-623-6106
bmlandscapingcoinc@verizon.net

Family Owned & Operated Since 2001 • Fully Licensed & Insured

Spring Cleanups • Lawn Mowing
Landscape Design • Shrub Trimming

Seed & Sod Installations • Mulch Installations
Fall Leaf Cleanups • Snow Plowing Services

New Landscape Installations

Aluminum & Vinyl Products
Sales • Installation • Repairs • Replacements

• Replacement Windows & Doors
• Storm Windows & Doors
• Custom Screens
• Screen Enclosures - Patio Covers
• Retractable Awnings

401-490-5333
John L. DiPanni Inc.  Cell 401-556-6253

3 Southern View Drive, Narragansett, RI 02882  fax: 401-782-8213
www.johndipanni.com

Insured:
Reg RI 5368

• Asphalt Shingles
• Rubber & TPO
• Standing Seam Metal
• Metal Shingles

“Hire the BEST, because you live under that roof!”

Since 1950

401-789-4500 • TOLL FREE 866-906-ROOF (7663)
www.johntherooferco.com

RI-HIC #258 • RI-COMM #44r • MA-HIC #MA11318 • MA-CSL #97139

JO

HN THE ROOFER CO.
By Don Fowler

Over 60 life-size anima-
tronic dinosaurs greeted 
me as I walked the wet-

lands trail at the Roger Wil-
liams Park Zoo on a foggy April 
morning. 

The trail was filled with peo-
ple of all ages taking photos of 
their kids standing next to the 
realistic creatures.

The trail is wide and easy to 
walk with a few benches along 
the way. It is wheelchair acces-
sible.

I’ve followed the trail before, 
enjoying pumpkins, Christmas 
lights, Asian lanterns, and the 
natural beauty of the marshland.

This time I felt like I was back 
in the days of the dinosaurs, and 
they seemed to own the envi-
ronment, towering above the 
park, hiding in the bushes, and 
flying over the three bridges on 
the trail.

As you enter the zoo, you 
are greeted by a giant brachio-
saurus, and follow the trail of 
dinosaur footprints past the ani-

mals to the elephant exhibit and 
the beginning of the dinosaurs’ 
magical world.

The eerie sounds of the an-
cient creatures greet you. Some 
swing their long necks toward 
you, but please, don’t touch 

them or, as the signs warn you, 
do not feed them.

Park Director Stacy Johnson 
reminds us that the exhibit is an 
integral part of the zoo’s mission 
to both entertain and educate. 
He reminds us that dinosaurs 

are still around today in the 
form of many birds. He encour-
ages us to visit the special exhib-
it demonstrating that important 
fact.

I was impressed with the real-
ism of the exhibits, with careful 

attention given to the movement 
of their eyes and limbs. I caught 
one drooling. And those big 
teeth look so real.

The end of the exhibit features 
a giant Apatosaurus that leads 
you to a hands-on area where 
children  can participate in a Dig 
Cite, and go on dinosaur rides.

Take your time enjoying the 
exhibit, taking photos, buying 
a snack, and of course exiting 
through the gift shop.

You can take it all in in an 
hour, but a casual trip needs a 
couple of hours to real get into 
it.

The exhibit is a bargain at $9 
for adults and $7 for children, 
however you must purchase a 
ticket to the zoo ($20.95 and $ 
14.95).

Visit rwpzoo.org  for all the 
details on groups rates and zoo 
memberships.      

“Dinosaurs Among Us” con-
tinues at the Roger Williams 
Park Zoo through August 13.  

Buy your tickets on line at 
rwpzoo.org/dinosaurs to avoid 
lines.

“Dinosaurs Among Us” at 
Roger Williams Zoo
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